
RIDING ON 1

Riding is all about the JourneyRiding is all about the Journey

NO.158 aUTUMN 2023



RIDING ON 2

INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU
Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 (‘Shannons’) is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. All benefits mentioned in this document are a summary only. Limits, conditions and exclusions apply. Read the relevant 
Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance. The Target Market Determination is also available. Call 13 46 46 or go to shannons.com.au for a copy. Advice has been prepared without taking into account your particular objectives, financial situations or 
needs, so you should consider whether it is appropriate for you before acting on it. Competition conducted by Shannons, Level 23, 80 Ann Street, Brisbane QLD 4000. Entry Period: 12.00am 16/01/23 to 11.59pm 30/6/23 (Melbourne time). Entry is only open to eligible 
Australian residents aged 18 years or older. CTP excluded. Eligible Entrants must be opted in to receive Shannons marketing communications and must not opt out during the Entry Period. Maximum cost of call will not exceed 55 cents + GST from an Australian land line. 
Higher rates may apply for mobile phones or pay phones. Total prize valued up to $98,533.73 incl GST. Prizes drawn at 12pm,10/7/23 at Engage Interactive, 24 Washpool Crescent, Woongarrah, NSW 2259. The winner will be notified by phone and email by 12/7/23 and 
published in The Australian newspaper on 14/7/23 and on the competition website. ACT permit TP 22/02359 SA licence T22/1956 & NSW Authority Number TP/00259. Images for illustrative purposes only. 1 Or similar, car hire is subject to availability and the terms and 
conditions specified by the hire provider.2 If the winner is a member of the Shannons Club with a profile image and enthusiast vehicle image at the time of the draw, they will receive an additional $5,000 AUD spending money (i.e. total spending money of $10,000 AUD). 
3 Actual period may be less than 365 days depending on the winner’s location and delivery/pick up date, however, won’t be less than 11 months residual benefit. The issue of Shannons Insurance is subject to Shannons normal acceptance criteria. The inclusion of this 
component of the prize does not constitute financial product advice or a recommendation to acquire any Shannons Insurance product. Shannons Roadside Assist (Roadside) is an optional cover only available in conjunction with Shannons Comprehensive Motor Insurance. 
The issue of optional Roadside is subject to the winner being issued the comprehensive motorcycle insurance portion of the prize. Shannons Roadside starts 24 hours after the comprehensive policy starts. Terms, including the coverage, limitations and exclusions that 
apply are available at shannons.com.au. *Purchase a new Shannons Motor Insurance Policy or add a new risk to an existing Shannons Motor Insurance Policy (Motor Insurance) during the Entry Period, excluding CTP insurance and renewals. Must remain active and be 
fully paid at the Entry Period if paid annually or the instalments must be up to date at the end of the Entry Period. The issue of Shannons Insurance is subject to the product issuer’s normal underwriting criteria. +Purchase a new Shannons Home & Contents Insurance 
Policy (includes building only, contents only or building and contents cover) (Home Insurance) during the Entry Period. A combined building and contents policy constitutes one risk/policy for the purposes of this Competition. Must remain active and be fully paid at the 
Entry Period if paid annually or the instalments must be up to date at the end of the Entry Period. The issue of Shannons Insurance is subject to the product issuer’s normal underwriting criteria. ^Each existing risk (vehicle insured under a motor insurance policy excluding 
CTP or insured address under a home and contents insurance policy) must have a start date prior to the beginning of the Entry Period, remain active and be fully paid if paid annually at the end of the Entry Period or the instalments must be up to date at the end of the Entry 
Period. A combined building and contents policy constitutes one risk for the purposes of this Competition. Customers that do not wish to participate in the Competition can email enquiries@shannons.com.au. Full T&Cs at shannons.com.au/goodwood. Call 13 46 46 to 
opt out and manage your marketing preferences (if you opt-out you will no longer be eligible to win this Competition).

Shannons are giving motoring enthusiasts the chance to win a trip for two to London for the 
2023 Goodwood Revival, the world’s greatest historic motor race meeting.

The 11-day trip includes premium economy airfares, luxury accommodation in London and Hampshire, Mercedes-Benz car hire1, 
exclusive Goodwood Revival hospitality tickets and $10,000 spending money for eligible Shannons Club Members2. 

Plus win the all-new Indian Motorcycle in Ruby Smoke! Including up to 12 months Shannons Comprehensive Bike Insurance and 
Shannons Roadside Assist3.  You could win over $98,000 in prizes!

To view conditions and take out an eligible motor or home insurance go to 
shannons.com.au/goodwood or call 13 46 46. Competition closes 30 June 2023. Scan to find out more
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WE TAKE
YOUR INJURY 
PERSONALLY.

Most motorcycle accidents happen due to a driver's 
carelessness, poor road conditions, and other factors 
outside the rider's control. Our team has successfully 
handled hundreds of motorcycle accident claims. We 

provide the support you need and work hard to get the 
compensation you deserve.

03 9001 1318
CALL NOW!

www.hcalawyers.com.au

LONG SLEEVE TEES $49.95
hoodies $69.95
T-Shirts $29.95
CAPS $24.95
carabiners $4.95
stubbie holders $4.95

1-YEAR SUBSCRIBERS go in the draw  
to win HEAVY DUTY t-shirts

2-YEAR SUBSCRIBERS go in the draw to win 
stylish & protective DRIRIDER TITAN JEANS

3-YEAR SUBSCRIBERS receive a FREE HEAVY 
DUTY T-shirt, stubbie holder and sticker,  
PLUS go in all prize draws!

ALL SUBSCRIBERS can win the Shoei helmet!

SUBSCRIBE, save & WIN!
Have your copy of Australia’s favourite motorcycle magazine delivered to your door.  
You could also score yourself a HEAVY DUTY t-shirt or a pair of DriRider Titan Jeans!  
Plus ALL SUBSCRIBERS go into the draw to win a Shoei helmet valued at $799

NEW!
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e | president@ulysses.org.au
m | 0408 807 579 National President’s Report

Welcome to the Autumn 
edition of the Riding On.

Each time I need to 
write one of these 
reports I am reminded 
that there is a team 
behind every National 
Committee and every 
Riding On that is 
produced. Sadly, we 
occasionally forget to 
mention and publicly 
thank those people for 
volunteering their time. 
(Hopefully I do not 
forget anyone!)
So, to begin, please join 
me in thanking;

The Riding On editor Ian 
Parks #11735 – doing 

a great job! The proof-readers for the Riding On: Bryan Fricker 
#14292 and Colin Hook #28512. A time-consuming task that I 
believe they enjoy doing.

Mark Paynter #62798 and Noel Wiltshire #6006 for the work 
they do behind the scenes in helping to select our MAOTY 
winners each year. This is not an easy mission and requires them 
to be very selective in their decisions.

Our Webmaster Jen Woods #21395 LM for her ongoing support 
of the National Committee and continued commitment to 
improving our website.

The Ulysses Club Constitution Review Committee: Jen Woods 
#21395 LM, John Osborne #41785, John Uidam #37212 and 

Peter Baulch #27672. Thank you for making sure that the Ulysses 
Club abides by the rules. 

I will also take this opportunity to thank Linda Hargreaves our 
senior Administration Officer and to welcome Karen Sicilliano to 
the team at the National Administration office. Karen brings a 
wealth of experience to the administration team. 

Unfortunately, Ian Winter #53026 has resigned as the UCARF 
Coordinator. I thank Foggy for the time and assistance he was 
able to give us and wish him all the best.

Ken Eaton #51189 has taken on the ex-officio role as UCARF 
Coordinator for the foreseeable future. Thank you Ken, I am sure 
this will mean a seamless transistion. We recently received a 
membership application query from a 100yr old gentleman. Just 
goes to show that the love of motorcycles and the camaraderie 
that goes with this never fades!

Last but not least, congratulations to the Armidale Bushrangers 
for winning the bid to host the 2025 National Rally. Being 
both Savaugn’s and my home town, we are looking forward to 
catching up with friends and sharing the beauty of Armidale and 
surrounds with you.

Looking forward to catching up with as many of you as possible 
in May at the National Rally at Lismore.

Regards, Allan Pratt #9186 DM#22

Al lan Pratt  
#9186 DM #21 
National President

e | editor@ulysses.org.au Editorial

The observant among you, 
(well, you didn’t need to be that 
observant) will have noticed a 
few “errors” within the Summer 
2022 Riding On.

We have an excellent team that 
puts your journal together. If 
then (I hear you ask) there is 
this great team, how come the 
errors? Quite simply and without 
sounding Grinch-like, it’s all 
the fault of Christmas! Editorial 
submissions finish 31st October, 
but we can’t finalise the Riding 

On till November 30th due to 
AGM things dictated by our Constitution. So, December 
arrives and we run afoul of the great “silly season” and the 
time frame associated with it.

Our fabulous publisher, Amy, will work till midnight in order 
to compile the finished product and our over-worked Admin 
employee, Linda, will come in on her day-off to make sure 
the magazine meets the post to you. There’s minimal proof 
reading time and our Webmaster “carries the can” till the 
download version is right. I’ve now steered your journal 

through 2 Christmas/Summer editions and have observed 
problems.

John Miller, Editor of Riding On for 20 years, faced these 
same problems and changed the release dates some time 
before 2006. Then in 2013 Riding On became an ‘in-house’ 
production and it went back to the original/current dates. 

With appreciation to your National Committee, I advise that 
the following will occur starting with the Winter 2023 edition.

Closing Dates for Editorial Submissions:

28th/29th February for the Autumn (April) issue. 
31st May for the Winter (July) issue.  
31st August for the Spring (October) issue. 
30th November for the Summer (January) issue.

This change will alleviate the problems of collating the 
relevant AGM nominations and avoid conflicting with 
Christmas closures and allow 3 days for proof reading.

Ian Parks 
 
#11735 DM39
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National Vice President’s Reporte | vicepresident@ulysses.org.au 
  international@ulysses.org.au
m | 0427 669 903

As you know, the next National 
Rally is being held in Lismore 
in May. The Lismore Rally was 
deferred at very short notice 
in 2020 due to the Covid 
Pandemic. The team organising 
the Rally were somewhat 
deflated when this happened, 
as we all were. I am very 
happy to say that they have 
bounced back from this setback 
and have organised the 2023 
National Rally, which will be 
bigger and better than it was 
going to be in 2020. Some 
tweaking, though, has had 

to be done due to the flooding last year. The Saturday night 
dinner location has been changed from the Lismore Workers 
Club, due to flood damage to the Club facilities. The dinner will 
now be onsite in the Traders’ pavilion, which can cater for up 
to 800 diners. The Lismore Show society have invested heavily 
in rectifying and upgrading the showgrounds after the floods of 
last year, and the place is looking magnificent. There is plenty 
of room for all campers, whether in a Tent, RV or Tent City. 
The Registration Portal has been open for a while now, and has 
seen a lot of members register. I am looking forward to seeing 
you all in Lismore in May.

The 2021 National Rally Mandurah was also deferred, again 
due to the covid pandemic. With this in mind, the focus of the 
2024 National Rally Mandurah has changed, and the concept 
of a greenfield site has not been adopted (economics). The 
Extended NatCom Meeting, the AGM, and the Road Safety 
meetings will be held at Pinjarra approximately 15Km from 
Mandurah, and the camping will be utilising the Caravan Parks 
of Mandurah and Pinjarra shires. A Meet and Greet will be 
held in Pinjarra, and the Saturday Night dinner will be held 
in Mandurah, at the Greyhound Track, which has a very nice 
facility for dining. The Caravan Parks are taking bookings now, 
so make a reservation and we will see you in the West in 
March 2024.

Armidale NSW is the location for the 2025 National Rally the 
facilities have been booked and they are great.

See you at a future Rally.

Blue Knowles  
 
#33140 
National Vice President 

National Committee Membere | committeemember@ulysses.org.au
m | 0418 92 5081
 
 

It is with mixed emotion that I write 
this Autumn Riding On report, as 
it will be my last as a member of 
NatCom, having served two years 
from the Orange AGM. The new 
cut off date for Riding On articles 
means that both Sharryn Nankervis 
#36204 and I will have handed over 
our positions to the new incoming 
committee following the Lismore Rally 
and AGM before the Winter Edition. I 
have had a wonderful time over those 
two years, and have really developed 
an insight on the operations of the 

Ulysses Club; the good, the not so good, and the challenges that 
lie in running a Club of this size.

I leave for business reasons and fulfilment of stagnated personal 
goals. I have a lot of people to thank but will leave that to my 
final Extended NatCom meeting report for Lismore.

Talking of Lismore, the planning is now getting serious. A few of 
the Joondalup Branch members and I will be heading across the 
paddock again to make an appearance, followed by a trip north 
into Queensland then back home via outback roads into NSW and 
SA., the over the top being a bit cut off at the moment. For me it 
will be my first big adventure with TedE the dog, taking the place 
of little Chloe. He will be excited to meet you all.

My committee tasks over the past year, along with the Club Plate 
Liaison, was to look into, and update as necessary, the Branch 
contacts. It also provided a great opportunity for me to make 
contact with Branches and discuss how things were travelling. I 
found things are still positive, and although membership numbers 
are down, there is still a lot of riding going on. A number of 
Branches are slowly converting to Committee by Consensus or to 
rider groups. I can advise that NatCom is addressing this in their 

discussions.

While chasing up Branch details, I have also been doing a bit 
of statistical work into the Ulysses Club and its current status. I 
believe this is a must to help future Club planning and marketing 
and encourage the incoming committee to maintain a similar 
outlook.

Some results observed that may be of interest.  
New members in 2020 – 584,   in 2021- 687,   in 2022 – 602 
Membership December 31st 2021 was 11358, December 31st 
2022 was 10421 giving loss of 937 members. With new members 
taken into account this was a net loss of around 1500 members.
Average age of Ulysses Members December 2022 is 67 with a 
cohort of 615 members (the maximum) Other Cohorts 40-49: 
225, 50-59: 1579, 60-69: 4798, 70-79: 3252, 80-89: 542, 90-
100: 25 

As you can see, we are an aging Club that has Grown Old 
Disgracefully, and we do have a few challenges ahead. If you 
would like more detail on the data or to discuss please email me.

Although this is my last NatCom Report, you have not got rid of 
me completely. Due to unfortunate health issues for Ian (Foggy) 
Winter #53026, I have put up my hand to hopefully fill his big 
shoes as UCARF Coordinator. Foggy did a marvellous job at the 
Warwick Rally, and has put in place an exciting research project.

Make sure you say hi to TedE and me at Lismore. I will be in a 
blue NatCom Vest, and selling UCARF Raffle tickets. Take care 
and safe travels to Lismore.

Ken Eaton  
#51189 DM#67  
National Committee Member
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National Vice President’s Report National Secretary’s Reporte | secretary@ulysses.org.au
m | 0417 35 5326

Happy New Year, and welcome to 
the Autumn edition of the Riding 
On.

I am sure that I only just submitted 
the Summer report, yet here I am 
putting together another one, and 
wondering where the time between 
has gone.

Thank you to all the members who 
write emails or call with questions 
and suggestions. This interaction 
helps build a bigger, better club, 
and provides vital information for 
the National Committee. I must 

admit, I have been a bit slow to respond to some emails, but 
please excuse me as, since early December, we have sold our 
house and have been kept busy rehoming (thank you, Facebook 
marketplace) much of what we have accumulated over the last 
40 years. I see from monitoring the Classifieds page that this 
is happening all throughout the Ulysses Club (selling gear, not 
moving).

Our next stop will be Western Australia, and we are looking 
forward to warmer weather and milder winters.

Speaking of the Classifieds page, please remember to fill in all the 
questions, including your membership number, as this makes it 
easier to approve. If the questions are not completed then your 
request will not proceed.

The preparations for the National Rally in Lismore are continuing, 
and the commemorative merchandise looks great. I am sure that, 
in many Branches and homes, plans are being formulated for the 
trek to Lismore, and what to do/see while in the area. Please take 
a few extra days to look around the region before you go home. I 
hope to meet up with many of you in Lismore.

Welcome to Karen Sicilliano, who has joined Linda in the National 
Office part-time. Please, if you ring the office and get the 
answering machine, remember to leave your name and phone 
number so they can return your call and assist with your query.

Thank you to Ian Winter (Foggy) #53026, who has stepped down 
as UCARF coordinator. Ian has done a great job, which is greatly 
appreciated, and has now handed over the reins to Ken Eaton 
#51189.

I will not be standing for the National Committee this year, and 
have enjoyed my four years on the committee, which opened my 
eyes to how much the National Committee contributes to this 
Club. All are volunteering their time, and usually receiving a fair 
amount of criticism from some members. They work hard and 
I encourage anyone who has ideas or suggestions to fill in the 
nomination form when it’s time for the next National AGM and do 
your bit.

See you in Lismore.

Sharryn Nankervis 
 #36204 
National Secretary 

UCARF REPORTKen Eaton - 0418 92 5081 
Email: ucarf@ulysses.org.au
 
 

As I said in my Committee Member’s report, you cannot get 
rid of me easily, although I was quite apprehensive in taking 
on the position of UCARF Coordinator, especially in taking 
over from the great legacy left by Ian ‘Foggy’ Winter, and of 
course, Kim Kennerson. Ian, unfortunately, has stepped down 
due to health reasons, and the position was in line with my 
UCARF Patch Campaign, so I nervously put up my hand. By 
the time you read this, I will have hopefully not created too 
much mayhem.

We did miss the Summer Edition with a donation report, and I 
hope I have not missed anyone in this list, which takes us up 
to the end of December 2022. So Donations from Members 
and Branches are:

Mike Abberfield $158, Unknown $500

Branches: Cartwheel Ride $537.00, Northern Beaches 
$2400.00, Tasmania Ulysses RV Group $35.00, Newcastle 
Lower Hunter $1500.00, Canberra Branch $5015.00, Macedon 
Rangers $462.00, Melbourne Branch $1210.00, Nepean 
Branches $1000.00, Westgate Wanderers $250.00, Hobart 
Branch $800.90, Dubbo Branch $5000.00, Sponsorship 
$4366.42.

Hey, that little lot adds up to over $23,234, which is really 
fantastic because we have committed a grant of $90,000 for 
research by Meilang Xue, Associate Professor, PhD, Director, 
Sutton Arthritis Research Laboratory, Kolling Institute. This 
will be carried out at the Faculty of Health and Medicine, 
University of Sydney at Royal North Shore Hospital.

The goal of this research will be to evaluate “Is an anti-
clotting receptor a potential target for rheumatoid arthritis”? 
When I get my head around it, I will try and explain in the 
next Riding On.

The Lismore Rally and AGM will see raffle tickets being sold 
for Two general admission tickets, valued at $1000, and 
sponsored by TAC (Transport Accident Commission Victoria) 
to the 2023 Australian MotoGP. Tickets are $2.00 each. TedE 
is helping me set up “TedE’s Containers for UCARF” at the 
Lismore Rally as a way to raise money. Hopefully, a way 
for Branches and members to recycle their container cash 
through UCARF is up and running by now, as well as being 
able to purchase the UCARF Patch and buttons from the Gear 
Shop.

Catch up in Lismore.

UCARF Patch and Badges are available from the Gear Shop.
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e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e | treasurer@ulysses.org.au
m | 0423 379 848

e |  treasurer@ulysses.org.au  
m |  0407 427 361

e | purchasing@ulysses.org.au  
m |  0418 954 424

National Treasurer

Purchasing Officer

Hello Fellow Members,  
 
I trust this report finds you all 
well and having enjoyed a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 
with friends and family. I hope you 
are refreshed after a break over 
the holiday period and ready to go 
in 2023.

2023 seems to be starting off 
relatively well with a little less rain 
and a bit more sunshine, both 
good reasons to get out on the 
bike and enjoy the fresh air.

Having hit the end of the Ulysses Club Inc. Financial year, 
everything is go, go, go from this desk with completing the 
financial reports the number one priority. At the time of writing 
it is too early to give concrete figures all the indications are 
that we will have a positive result. Once they accounts are 
completed they will be sent to the Auditor for verification, and 
are published in this edition of Riding On.

Branch financial returns are trickling in at the moment and it is 
a long and slow process to verify them. At the end of January, 
I have only had about 25 returns which means a lot more to 

come in the next month and that creates a log jam on my desk, 
so please get them to me as soon as you can.

At the start of the new year we welcomed Karen to the 
National Administration Office, in an effort to relieve some of 
the pressure on Linda with all the membership renewals that 
happen in December and the start of the Rally registrations. 
Please make her welcome.

Preparations for the Lismore Rally starting on May 1st are well 
underway and all the hard work that has been done so far 
will prove to be worthwhile for all attendees. The registration 
portal for the Lismore Rally has opened up and the first week’s 
numbers are encouraging, still a long way to go, so jump on the 
website and register. Lismore wants you to be there.

Until the next edition of Riding-On I wish you all a Happy 
Easter, great time for an extended ride, stay safe and enjoy the 
ride.

John Tout 
 
# 42398 TM #92 
National Treasurer

I hope that you are all well and 
are getting lots of great rides 
in now that we have such good 
weather, but please remember to 
stay hydrated on rides and carry 
some water with you.

I am so looking forward to our 
Rally in Lismore in a couple of 
months (hasn’t that come around 
quickly?) so please get your 
registrations in soon to enjoy the 
amazing hospitality of the locals 
and all that this wonderful part of 

our country has on offer. Don’t forget that a big part of our rally 
is the trip to the rally site with a few good mates, and meeting 
up with Ulysses members on the way there. We will be holding 
our Ulysses Road Safety Forum at the Rally on Thursday 4th 
May at the Rally site from 9.00am, so please come along and 
give us some feedback on what you see as the most important 
issues that we face as motorcycle riders.

We will be holding a Ulysses Club Road Safety Committee video 
meeting in mid-February to put the finishing touches to the 
Forum. We intend to change the way it is run so that we can 
involve our members, who are present in the work that we do 
in all States and Territories, by giving us your input into the 
discussions. We will have all the State and Territory Road Safety 
Committee members present at the Forum, and we will be 
wearing our Red Vests on site if you just want a private chat on 
rider safety.

We are working on some new items for the Gear Shop that 
we hope to have available soon, such as a new style of wide 
brimmed hat,a new style tote bag, and a new warm up jacket 
that some members have been asking for, along with a few 
one-off limited-edition shirts. We will also be deleting some 
stock items to rationalise our stock levels. Some of these 
deleted and new items will be offered for sale at the Lismore 
Rally Gear Shop.

On a final note, I would like to see all our members, and 
Branches being actively involved in working to increase our 
membership numbers.This is not something that NatCom can 
do alone, and it needs a combined effort from our members, 
Branches, and NatCom, all working together to achieve this 
end. This can be something as simple as taking a banner 
with you on your social events and rides and engaging 
with motorcycle riders. Attending public gatherings such as 
motorcycle shows is another great way to promote our great 
Ulysses Club.

So please give us your thoughts and get out there to show 
riders what a great club we have, and explain that they would 
be doo-wacky crazy not to join us.

Dave Wright 
#51871 (LM21) 
National Committee Member
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Greetings all, 

The festive season has come 
and gone. It seems to go faster 
each year. I hope that everyone 
had a good time with family and 
friends and had time to relax. As 
the weather warms up and we 
get out and about more, please 
be safe and always wear effective 
protective gear when riding. I 
cringe every time I see riders in 
shorts, T shirts, no gloves, and 
even some in thongs. 

So much is happening as we prepare to have our Annual Rally 
at Lismore in 2023. I urge all members to register early, and I 
look forward to catching up with many of you at the Rally.

Voting for your National Committee is important as we are your 
representatives. If you cannot attend the AGM in person, I 
encourage you to request and send a postal vote.

Unfortunately, the manufacturers continue to face difficult 
times and will be unable to support us at the Lismore Rally. I 
am constantly liaising with the manufacturers to identify ways 
they may still be able to support the Ulysses Club Inc. and its 
members. I will keep you informed as things develop.

The MAOTY awards have been finalised for 2022 and I am 
in the process of organising prizes for the Zone Winners and 
the National Winner. I will be in contact shortly with local 
Branches to organise presentations. I want to pass my gratitude 

and sincere thanks to the MAOTY Adjudicator, #62789 Mark 
Paynter, and his offsider #6006 Noel Wiltshire for the effort they 
put in to ensure these awards are a success. We have been 
fortunate this year in securing Shannons as a sponsor for the 
2022 MAOTY Awards and I am confident they will extend their 
involvement into 2023.

Again, I encourage Branches to assist with this year’s awards by 
identifying motorcycle service centres in their areas that employ 
apprentices and passing on this information to the MAOTY 
Adjudicator or myself. There is a large talent pool out there that 
we need to tap into.

Blue Knowles and I will be traveling to Norway in June/July to 
attend the Europe International Gathering. What an experience 
this promises to be and to say I am excited would be an 
understatement. I will bring you a report upon our return. I do 
encourage fellow Ulyssians to consider including International 
Clubs when travelling abroad. They can be a great source of 
local knowledge and are always ready to assist in ensuring a 
great experience is had by all.

Safe travels.

Regards, 

Robert Hunt  
#51563 
National Committee Member (Manufacturers - 
Sponsors)

www.adventureheat.com.au  |  0418 683 990  |  Open By Appointments Only (Ingleburn, NSW)

HEATED
JACKET

HEATED
GLOVES

HEATED
PANTS
LINER

HEATED
INSOLES

GET READY FOR
WINTER!
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Letters To The Editor

President Allan, 
 
I have been friends with Peter ‘the Bear’ Thoeming since before the Ulysses club 
started, hence my early introduction and number. In 1986 I was on an outback 
charity ride, the Bourke Police Outback Trek. We were camped at Innamincka and 
someone mentioned that they had a Sydney friend who was a member of  “a very 
exclusive club”. “You mean this one”, I said, pointing to the Ulysses Club sticker on my 
KLR600. Anyway.. 
 
I recently renewed membership and noticed that my new card had me as a member 
since 11th November 1985. Then I noticed that my previous card had me as a 
member since 11th October 1985. To settle all arguments, I submit a handwritten letter 
from the 1985 secretary, Peter Lewin, welcoming me to membership, dated 9th 
September 1985. If the Editor would like to publish that rare document in Riding On, 
that’s just fine.  
 
I’m still riding a lot, and am heading to New Zealand in February to lead a tour there by 
a group of ‘senior’ Americans under the flag of MotoQuest (Alaska) Limited. I have been 
involved with the motorcycle touring business since 1987. Worth a story on its own. Our 
own Ulysses group here in Dubbo is quite small but also quite active. All the best for 
2023 
 
Regards, Peter 
 
Hey Peter, this here Editor would love to hear more from you when you get 
back. Drop me a line at editor@ulysses.org.au

Hello Editor, 
 
Upper Hunter Ulysses volunteer to man the Driver Reviver in 
Singleton when in operation over the holidays. We read a few of the 
newspaper clippings they have on hand and thought the contents 
could be interesting to members, hopefully Ulyssians use Driver 
Reviver when travelling, our group certainly do. 
 
Club members from the past Rob and Jenny Merrick and current 
member Ted Burley are also members of Lions and put out the call 
for assistance which Upper Hunter members readily agree to. 
 
‘Brain Bear’ Davison says you meet people from all over the state, 
ask them about their travels, give them a drink and a biscuit and 
away they go, refreshed, safe and happy. When talking to people 
motorcycling comes up in the conversation, and generally everyone 

has a story to tell about their own 
experiences, it’s great to hear. 
 
Kerry ‘Soly’ Solman says the time flies 
by when volunteering for a 2 hour shift. 
Travellers stop just wanting a quick break 
but when talking motorcycles the time just 
goes. 
 
I’m unsure how to put this as a story, I feel 
you would be able to do that for us. I have 
attached photos which hopefully will assist. 
 
Cheers, Jimmy Sheedy #43171 
Branch President
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Howdy Members,

It’s been a busy time out here in Outbaccabeyond. No sooner had we 
got thru the mice plauge, then the Chinese Flu disease and we have to 
start putting snorkles and flippers on all the animals as we get a flood 
that hasn’t been seen since that big white fella, Captain Cook waded 
ashore!

We been lucky because me great granddad, Allen ‘Slugger’ Wrench, 
built the family home on the only hill in this quarter of the state. There’s 
plenty of room for all the animals, although Shaz reckons it’s startin to 
get a pongy lately. We haven’t wanted for food or nuthin as the local 
SES come by every few days and drop off supplies, that and I been 
catchin Murray Cod fishin off the back verandah.

They reckon the water’s going down and everything will be back to nor-
mal soon which I hope they is right as I’m keen to get the DR650 away 
for the Ulysses AGM Rally in Lismore. Them folks know what it’s like to 
find that your dunny is in full reverse flush eh! Anyways I’ve booked me 
place and will be there for sure so don’t forget to say g’day to me.

All this time not bein able to do much out in the paddocks (unless you 
got a diving suit that is), I been watchin reruns of them Brit blokes from 
Top Gear. I was also rattin around in granddad, Saltus Wrench’s shed 
and found the old Morgan 3 wheeler he used to terrorise the town as a 
young lad. The old thing is in pretty good nik cept for the seized motor 
and drive train. I thought after seein the one on Top Gear that I’d put 
somethin else in place of the old JAP motor. Once the water goes down 
I’m gonna go see Ole Sarge and see if I can get the disused cop bike in 
the shed behind the cop shop. I reckon that Honda ST1100 would be 
just the goods for the 3 wheeler, what do yas reckon?

Till next time, keep ya nuts tight eh, Axle.

ULYSSES MEMBERS RV 
GROUP REPORT
Sadly I have to report that our group’s previous National Coordi-
nator/Co-Coordinator Ken Tacon lost his battle with cancer just 
before Christmas. Ken was absolutely passionate about the RV 
Group, and will be sadly missed. His funeral was well attend-
ed by family and friends and Ulyssians from his old Redlands 
Branch, and it was great to see NatCom represented by National 
President Allan Pratt and Savaugn. More in the 
Ridden On section.

Christmas and New Year celebrations have 
come and gone since last edition and we’re 
now well on the way to Easter! Everyone has 
been busy holidaying and catching up with 
family, so RV rallies have been on the back-
burner. But it all begins again, in all States, 
from February!

See what upcoming events are set to hap-
pen near you on our new Rally Calendar, by 
clicking here: UlyssesRV Members Group | Still 
growing old disgracefully!

Note that our National Rally will be at Maleny 
(QLD) from 16-23 October this year, and 
promises to be a doozy!

All Ulyssians are very welcome to come along and join one of our 
rallies near you to check us out. You’ll discover the old Ulysses 
traditions are still alive and well in the RV Group!

Wherever you are, travel safely, stay well, and most importantly, 
stay upright! 
 
Bob Lucas No 32872 
National Coordinator 
Ulysses Members RV Group 
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It’s been a bugger of a few years. But despite the continuing 
effects of 'The Plague', things are clearly looking up. I’ve 
managed to get a couple of trips to Europe in this year and 
have really enjoyed the feeling of freedom, even though 
I caught 'The Plague' myself in Austria. Fortunately, the 
symptoms were mild and I recovered quickly. 
 
So let’s look to the future, in the hope that it will be a bright 
one. There’s no question but that the motorcycle industry 
continues to be in a downturn, but, it has seen those before, 
and it has seen them off every time. Will the middle 2020s 
be any different? I don’t know, but I see signs of life. A little 
in sales and quite a bit in the industry, as demonstrated at 
EICMA which is running as I write this. 
 
Both Harley-Davidson and BMW continue to move into waters 
untested by the former and previously found too deep by the 
latter. Milwaukee has given us a sign of the new direction it 
intends to pursue, with the Pan America; Munich is sticking 
its neck out with the R1800. Both have attracted criticism, 
but remember, as T. S. Eliot asked: “If you aren't in over your 
head, how do you know how tall you are?” Even Husqvarna is 
wading into very competitive waters with the Norden. 
 
Good for them for trying new ideas, and good for all of the 
other motorcycle manufacturers in the USA, Europe and 
elsewhere who are similarly bucking the trend. Indian, KTM, 
Motos Guzzi and Morini, Benelli and Ducati among others are 
all gathering up their skirts and getting going. Who would 
have believed that Harley-Davidson would start building a 
Third World bike in China (they still are, aren’t they)? Who 
would have thought that Royal Enfield would become the sales 
hit that it is? 
 
And while the Japanese have been rather quiet for a few 
years, they are likewise showing their stuff. Honda has a 
new Transalp; Yamaha just keeps building better and better 
bikes in the MT range; Kawasaki engineers are having huge 
amounts of fun with their link to Bimota and alternative fuels. 
Suzuki’s 800 V-Strom looks like a good thing.  
 

I suspect that there have hardly ever been so many different 
and interesting motorcycles on the market, and hey – a lot of 
them are 'adventure' bikes. Maybe only in name, but it shows 
someone is reading the market. The Chinese are getting stuck 
into the 'adventure' trend in a big way with several bikes – 
some of them with European brand names. 
 
A while back I heaped hot coals upon the heads of the 
motorcycle distributors in the USA, and by extension our local 
ones. Nevertheless, it’s better that they come up with the right 
ideas now, even if they should have done that fifty years ago. 
Better late than never, as always. 
 
Out in the world nothing stands still, which is just as well. 
There will be amazing things to see, amazing motorcycles 
to ride. The electric revolution is coming; will it, er, ‘electrify’ 
or burn us and the industry? Once again unknown. All I 
know is that unless we welcome change - whatever it brings 
- and incorporate it into this wonderful experience that is 
motorcycling, we will be wasting opportunities to live more 
enjoyable lives. 
 
As Carl Sigman and Herbert Magdison’s song “Enjoy yourself” 
insists: 
 
“Enjoy yourself, it's later than you think 
 
Enjoy yourself, while you're still in the pink 
 
The years go by, as quickly as a wink 
 
Enjoy yourself, enjoy yourself, it's later than you think.” 
 
And just to show you what enjoying yourself looks like, I’ve 
found a photo of Old No. 1 from a ride to the Hunter Valley 
wineries we did together. Now that’s what enjoying yourself 
looks like!

Enjoy Yourself! 
J Peter ‘The Bear’ Thoeming #675
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J Peter ‘The Bear’ Thoeming #675

BOOK YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE.

RIDE ROADS
LESS TRAVELLED

• Adriatic Coast & the Balkans
• Mediterranean
• Alps
• Central Europe

adriaticmototours.comGuided Tours - Self-guided Tours  - Custom Tours - Rentals

RidingON-190x65-Splosni-OK.indd   1RidingON-190x65-Splosni-OK.indd   1 12/05/2022   09:1812/05/2022   09:18

Phone: 02 4232 4312

3500+km, on a small motorcycle?  Riding north through the 
tropics the humidity builds, roads change from highway to 
single lane to wide red dirt. A serious adventure - remote 
country, small towns, bitumen, dirt, corrugations, bulldust, 
river crossings and crystal clear artesian water holes, make 
this a great adventure. 

$5650: Incl bike, accom, meals, mechanics, spares, support 
vehicles. See website for details.

www.postiebikechallenge.org    Ph. 0411 090 891

FULL - JOIN THE WAITING LIST
Brisbane - Darwin

Outback Adventure via Hells Gate 2-13 
Sep 2023 



Retro brand, Royal Enfield, continues to delight with small to 
mid-size offerings.

India has always been a place where ingenuity and necessity 
have gone hand-in-hand. Any visitor to this ‘incredible’ country 
will see numerous examples every day where industrious 
townsfolk, strapped for resources and facilities, will ‘make do’ by 
patching up, innovating, recycling and repurposing.

Only recently we’ve seen the demise of the venerable 
Ambassador, a run-on derivative of Britain’s stalwart 1950s 
Morris Oxford and it was soon after WWII that the Mahindra 
brothers imported the famous Willys Jeep from the U.S. and 
continue to manufacture the world’s most recognisable 4WD.

Similarly, the historic Royal Enfield motorcycle company can 
trace its roots back to the first motorcycle manufactured under 
the ‘Enfield’ brand in 1901. But by 1970, the British firm was 
defunct and declared bankrupt, leaving a joint venture facility in 
Madras to supply the single-cylinder 350cc Bullet.

The distinctive Royal Enfield, now a unit of India’s Eicher 
Motors, has hit a chord with heritage lovers and retro geeks 
resulting in the manufacturer rapidly expanding its production 
capacity and opening new double-shift plants around India, 
including Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu, to bolster output from 
the original plant at Chennai. Despite a COVID-induced slump 
during 2019-20, total production is now regularly in excess 
of 80,000 units per month, placing it among the world’s top 
manufacturers. 

WHAT’S NEW AT ROYAL ENFIELD?
The departure of the Classic 500 from the range took many of 
us by surprise with that frame now relegated to 350cc trim. 
Thunderbird was also deleted, but RE continues to innovate 
with new and exciting developments for its growing league of 
followers.

Since our last series of tests, we’ve seen the arrival of the 
delightful 650 twins and the multi-purpose Scram 411 for those 
looking for a dash of adventure with their commute.

But the hot news right now is the arrival of the sweet Hunter 
350, a neat and naked 180kg urban runabout that should be 
a hit with younger and learner riders. Its agility and suitability 
for city and suburban streets are a given, so we threw down 
a challenge and took the little unit for a busy day among the 
twists and turns of Melbourne’s Yarra Ranges, aptly guided by 
local member, Peter Washington of Mountain Motorsports who 
has intimate knowledge of these serpentine roads.

Of course, we didn’t expect neck-snapping performance from 
the long-stroked 20hp J series Air/Oil Cooled, 349cc SOHC, yet 
with a little encouragement the ergonomically-optimised Hunter 
350 could peddle respectably through the many tight sections 
without wringing its neck. The 27Nm of torque may not sound 
much, but if you keep the revs up and your eyes on the road, 
you won’t find yourself falling behind the pack.

Interestingly, the J Series 349cc SOHC EFI engine is a whole 
new device, not to be confused with the earlier 350s and 
first seen in the smart Meteor in 2022. With the addition 
of a balance shaft, it’s smoother and freer revving engine 
comfortably sits on 110kmh/h highway speeds (but not much 
more). A single simple rotary dial combines LED display for 
essential data, but there’s no tacho.

Let’s not over-think the Hunter 350. It’s an absolutely fit-for-
purpose bike and is sure to deliver tons of fun on a safe and 
predictable chassis - something we tired, wizened old blokes 
can sometimes overlook with our technical obsessions. Go on, 
ride one and tell me I’m wrong. 
 
Rod Eime #68221

Hunter targets the young 
and carefree rider.
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“Wear it for at least half an 
hour, walk around, try the 
coffee shop next door…” 
 
That comment may well have been the best advice I have ever 
received on buying Motorcycle helmets. 
 
This all came about on the day European Standard Helmets 
were approved for use in Australia, superseding the pre-existing 
Australian Standard and associated rules. 
 
I was in London at the time and immediately made my way to 
the closest INFINITY MOTORCYCLE store. 
 
I thought I knew what I wanted, a new European Standard 
Helmet (Std EU22.05), with full flip-face visor and built-in 
Communication facility. 
 
Having spent some time wandering through the store, looking, 
feeling, trying some on my head, etc… I was amazed at the 
obvious difference in weight, much lighter than the Aussie 
Standard helmets I was used to. 
 
A friendly, but professional INFINITY MOTORCYCLES staff 
member soon engaged me in conversation, asking exactly 
what I was looking for. I explained that I was from Melbourne 
and that EU standard helmets had just been approved for use 
in Australia, and I was keen to buy one. He enquired what 
Motorcycle Helmet standard we had in Australia, to which I 
replied that the only Helmet rules in Australia related to Motor 
Racing Helmets and there was no specific rules or regulations 
for helmets for use on Motorcycles…. That news surprised him, 
prompting him to tell me a bit about the EU Standard Helmets 
and the research behind their development. 
 
Scientific and Medical research indicated that if the helmet could 
absorb impact energy, before it was transferred to the scull 
(brain), the outcomes were substantially better. As a result, the 
EU helmets were far more flexible and energy absorbing. Similar 
research also clearly indicated that if the helmet could be made 
lighter, it substantially reduced the torsional rotation forces in 
the neck, thereby limiting upper spinal and lower brain stem 
injury in the event of significant accident. The EU helmet has a 
lighter, flexible shell but contain a higher performing impact  

 
absorption layer and are now 25% - 30% lighter than the old 
Australian Standard helmets. 
 
Then began the task of finding the type of helmet to best 
suit my needs… Full flip-face and built in Comms. Before 
too long we had found just what I thought was ideal…. An 
attractive helmet, full flip-face, built in sunnies, pinlock insert 
lens to prevent internal fogging and of course, full wifi Comms 
capability. 
 
It was at this point that the staff member assisting me said, 
“Wear it for at least half an hour, walk around, try the coffee 
shop next door…”.  He further explained that trying a helmet 
on for a few seconds or even a minute was not the way to go. 
Wear it for at least half an hour…. Then you will know if it’s the 
one for you. Further he said…  “the folk in the coffee shop are 
used to us sending customers in wearing helmets….”.  Further.. 
“ The biggest problem is people buying helmets that simply 
don’t fit the shape of their head – and buying over the internet 
is a real problem.

NEVER BUY A HELMET YOU HAVEN’T HAD ON YOUR HEAD, for 
at least half an hour” 
 
Experience since has convinced me that the Infinity Motorcycles 
experience was the best advice I ever got when buying a 
helmet. 
 
For more very useful and relevant information on Motorcycle 
Helmets, I recommend a visit to the MotoCap website - https://
motocap.com.au/helmets 
 
Additional info at:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVDYQoGgHNE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVMGZyCpQbU 
 
Peter Baulch.   
#27672  DM #71

Helmets
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     INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
        TO THE MEMBERS OF 
               Ulysses Club Incorporated 
 
Report on the Financial Report 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial report of Ulysses Club Incorporated which comprises the 
statement of financial position as at 31 December 2022, and the statement of comprehensive income 
for the year then ended, a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes and 
the Statement by Committee of Ulysses Club Incorporated. 
 
Committee of the Association for the Financial Report 
 
The committee of the Association are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial report in accordance with the Association Incorporation Act 2009 (NSW). This responsibility 
includes establishing and maintaining internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error; selecting 
and applying appropriate accounting policies; and making accounting estimates that are reasonable in 
the circumstances. 
 
Auditor’s responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on the audit. We have conducted 
an independent audit of the financial report in order to express an opinion on it to the committee. 

Our audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. These standards 
require that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements, and plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance as to whether the financial report is free from material 
misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. 
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal controls relevant to the trustee’s 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial report in order to design audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion of the effectiveness 
of the Association’s internal controls. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the committee, as 
well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial report. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinion. 

Independence 

In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of Australian 
professional accounting bodies. 

Auditor’s Opinion 

In our opinion, the financial report gives a true and fair view of the financial position of Ulysses Club 
Incorporated as at 31 December 2022, and of its financial performance and its cash flows for the year 
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then ended in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards (including the Australian Accounting 
Interpretations). 

Report on Other Legal and Regulatory Requirements 

This report has been prepared to comply with Ulysses Club Incorporated reporting obligations under 
Associations Incorporation Act 2009 (NSW). 

Yours faithfully 
THOMAS NOBLE & RUSSELL 
BYRON BAY 
 

 
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 
Brad Tom (Partner) 
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STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

The committee has determined that the association is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose financial report 
should be prepared in accordance with the accounting policies outlined in Note 2 to the financial statements. In the opinion 
of the committee the financial report as set out on pages 1 to 14:  
 
1. Presents a true and fair view of the financial position of Ulysses Club Incorporated as at 31 December 2022 and its 
performance for the year ended on that date.  
 
2. At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that Ulysses Club Incorporated will be able to pay 
its debts as and when they fall due. This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee and is signed 
for and on behalf of the Committee by:

President: _____Allan Pratt____________________________________________________

Treasurer: _____John Tout____________________________________________________

Dated this 10th day of March 2022

ULYSSES CLUB INCORPORATED ABN: 25 637 297 337
ABRIDGED FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR  

ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

2022  
$

2021 
$

INCOME

AGM Event surplus 9,364  (20,264)

Joining Fees 29,072  32,807

Late fees 3,017 5,640

Interest Received 2,683 6,634

Profit on sale of Fixed Assets - 2,705

44,136 27,522

OTHER  INCOME

Subscriptions - Members 373,035 334,608

Sponsorship - Other 7,793 7,771

Advertising - Web 540 -

Advertising Riding on 20,342 20,754

Miscellaneous income 1,047 1,574

Gross profit from trading 2,887 11,359

405,644 376,066

449,780 403,588

EXPENDITURE

Admin Accountancy Fees 3,200 800

Advertising & Promotion - 330

Admin Auditors Fee 4,000 4,000

Admin Bank Charges 1,958 179

Admin Bank Card Charges 7,079 6,961

Computer expenses 249 -

Admin Filing Fees 257 401

Admin Office Equipment 60 -

Freight & Cartage 360 -

Admin Office Supplies 1,603 1,917

Admin Postage 15,123 21,000

2022  
$

2021 
$

Admin External Printing 812 128

Admin Internal Printing 1,502 1,542

Admin Telephone mobile fax 3,976 7,648

Building Repairs/maitenence - 250

Building Electricity 1,120 1,872

Admin - Storage 1,158 -

Building Security - 280

Building waste services - 853

Cleaning - 1,600

Computer licence Fees 243 415

Data processing Equipment R&M 22,736 30,792

Data processing IMS maitenance 16,772 10,623

Data processing MYOB 1,227 1,219

Data processing Software Purch - 1,470

Data processing Web maitenance 16,910 13,112

Depreciation computer upgrades 15,864 24,705

Depreciation computers 1,854 1,584

Depreciation Furniture & Equip 3,358 8,580

Insurance Association 24,932 22,529

Insurance Cyber 1,348 1,543

Insurance Business 2,727 4,412

Insurance Public liability 16,029 16,028

Insurance Voluntary workers 744 690

Insurance Workers Comp 1,089 832

MAOTY award costs 2,816 -

Natcom meetings & accomodation 6,088 1,238

ULYSSES CLUB INCORPORATED
ABN: 25 637 297 337

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022
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2022  
$

2021 
$

Natcom Meeting & venue costs - 1,363

Natcom Meal costs 3,792 626

Natcom Travel expenses 21,217 1,708

Natcom other expenses 9,772 8,906

Other first aid rebate 538 184

Other membership subscriptions 1,219 491

Other Office rental 26,507 35,723

Other Rider training rebate 470 473

Other Sundry expenses 5,618 1,484

National office moving expense - 6,108

Riding on costs publish/mail 32,546 76,289

Road Safety meeting meals 65 -

Road safety meeting travel 3,903 -

Road safety accomodation 1,553 -

Wages Holiday pay - 9,375

Wages Long service leave - 968

Wages ordinary 92,321 70,367

Wages overtime - 28,335

Wages Personal leave/ sick - 15,344

Wages Staff training welfare 194 -

Wages superannuation expenses 9,792 8,940

Wages travel 829 644

Wages Redundancy - 5,993

Staff Training - 759

TOTAL EXPENSES 387,530 463,613

Profit (Loss) before income tax 62,250 (60,025)

Profit (Loss) for the year 62,250 (60,025)

Retained earnings at the  
beginning of the financial year

474,119  534,144

Retained earnings at the end of the 
financial year

536,369                       474,119

2022
$

2021 
$

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents 1,089,631 1,044,980

Trade and other receivables 85,693 70,531

Inventories 31,013  36,736

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 1,206,337 1,152,247

NON-CURRENT ASSETS

Property, plant and equipment 2,352 2,352

Intangible assets 2,909 2,909

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 5,261 5,261

TOTAL ASSETS  1,211,598 1,211,598

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Trade and Other Payables 235,433 242,705

Borrowings  (2,961)                                 

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 232,472 242,705

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES

Trade and Other Payables 417,261 434,299

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 417,261 434,299

TOTAL LIABILITIES 649,733 677,004

NET ASSETS 561,865 499,615

EQUITY

Reserves 25,496 25,496

Retained earnings 536,369 474,119

TOTAL EQUITY  561,865 499,615

ULYSSES CLUB INCORPORATED
ABN: 25 637 297 337  

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2022



PROCEDURE FOR ATTENDANCE AT
ULYSSES CLUB AGM – 6TH MAY 2023

The 39th Annual General Meeting of the Ulysses Club Inc is to be held on Saturday 6th of May 
2023 and commence at 1pm sharp, after which time the doors will close.

The AGM venue address is the Goonellabah Sport and Aquatic Centre (GSAC), 1 Wallerawang 
Drive, Goonellabah, NSW, 2480 

Financial members, who are not registered for the AGM Event, can still attend the meeting.

If attending, please ensure an arrival that allows for adequate time to be registered and be seated 
in readiness for a prompt start. Members must present their current membership card. 

Sharryn Nankervis #36204 
Ulysses Club Inc. National Secretary

Goonellabah Sport and Aquatic Centre (GSAC)
1 Wallerawang Drive, Goonellabah, NSW, 2480

Saturday 6th May at 1pm

AGENDA
1. Welcome to members
2. Apologies 
3. Remembrance of members who have Ridden On
4. Minutes of 2022 Annual General Meeting held at Warwick Qld 
a) (These minutes have been previously distributed and will not be read out)
5. Matters arising from the Minutes
6. Reports are as distributed to members via eNewsletter and the website and will not  
 be read out. 
7. Presentations
8. Announcement of AGM 2026
9. Special resolution – Adoption of the new Ulysses Club Inc. Constitution
10.  Introduction of Presiding Officer
11.  Elections
12. General Business
 a) No other matters may be raised for a resolution unless proper notice has been  
 given.

13. Close       

Welcome to Lismore, N.S.W
2023 Ulysses Club National Rally

Monday 1 May to Sunday 7 May 2023

The City of Lismore and surrounding villages welcome all  
Ulysses Club members.

Welcome To Lismore
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It seems 2022 provided us all with way more challenges than 
we expected after 2020 and 2021. Floods disrupted the lives of 
many and events including the Warwick National Rally and the 
Melbourne Odyssey at Mansfield, both of which I was still lucky 
enough to be able to attend. Many couldn’t and had to deal 
with way more significant issues.

Despite that, we chose to enjoy life as much as we could. 
Melbourne Branch maintained a regular weekend ride calendar 
and added some mid-week variety. 

On Monday, 14 November, Barry, Graham, Ian and I rode off 
to explore the Gippsland Coast and NSW high country before 
things got too busy or hot.Well, we certainly beat the heat!  By 
the time we reached Toora (near Wilsons Promontory), it was 
pelting down. We sheltered in a café, enjoyed some food, a 
hot drink, gritted our teeth and rode on dealing with rain plus 
strong gusty side winds. This weather forced a cancellation 
of our planned diversions to Ports Welshpool and Albert. We 
checked out some murals and the swing bridge near Sale and 
rode on to Bruthen, where we enjoyed an overnight stay at the 
local pub.   

Tuesday was much sunnier. We enjoyed a coastal diversion 
between Marlo and Cape Conran, rode on and refuelled at 
Eden. We then zig-zagged through some great riding country 
and enjoyed a simple café lunch at Wyndham. Myrtle Mountain 
had its own little weather zone (the only rain we had all day) 
and we rode on to Cooma where we enjoyed another pub stay.

We left Cooma in cold dry conditions on Wednesday. The 
countryside was much more open than the wooded winding 
mountain roads lower down and beautiful in its own way. 
Suddenly we found ourselves riding through snow falling quite 
heavily! We rode in under the canopy of a disused servo at 

Adaminaby and donned proper winter riding pants etc. The 
snow storm didn’t look like moving on. The water volume 
spraying off car tyres as they drove past was very worrying, 
but we decided to ride on anyway. Riding slushy roads through 
falling snow in poor visibility was challenging and we pushed 
on gingerly through some spectacular snow covered trees and 
fields. After about 3 kilometres, I really doubted the wisdom 
of pushing on. Things then slowly improved. Visibility and grip 
returned gradually and riding through steam rising off the road 
was quite eerie. We stopped and abandoned the original plan 
to do the high altitude route past Cabramurra and descended to 
Tumut instead. The ride via Batlow and descent down a valley 
into Jingellic was truly beautiful. We crossed the flooding Murray 
River into Victoria, had a simple café lunch at Walwa androde 
the delightful Murray River Road to Granya, crossed the gap and 
stopped at Tallangatta for the night.

Thursday had us ride through Yackandandah, detour around 
flooded rivers near Wangaratta and stop for a lovely cuppa 
in sunshine at Violet Town. Then via Euroa and Merton to 
Alexandra for a lunch break and over the Black Spur into 
Healesville and home.

Twenty members decided to join me and head off on Monday, 
5th December to enjoy an early summer exploration of 
Western Victoria before things got too busy. Members from the 
Grampians Branch joined in on different days too, which added 
to the Ulysses camaraderie. We based ourselves in Halls Gap for 
two nights. 

This trip again confirmed that things don’t always go to plan. 
Most of us assembled at Kalkallo and rode off shortly after 
9.00am as one person had been delayed due to a battery issue 
on a recently serviced bike. Riding gear was discussed due 
to passing showers and it certainly wasn’t warm! Once past 

Some Melbourne 
‘Ulysseans’ Meanderings
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Hanging (Dripping?) Rock, the rain finally left us alone. The 
next challenge was a flat tyre (new tyre too) and corner 
markers were spread out over many kilometres before I 
realised the problem. We had a longer than planned wait 
in Castlemaine to regroup. Phone calls, messages and our 
corner marking system all worked. We had a late arrival to 
our morning cuppa stop at Maldon, where we met John and 
Jim of the Grampians Branch plus Libby.

We rode to Avoca for lunch and had a weird experience 
with a local who was affronted by motorbikes parked in the 
main-street and ‘old farts’ buying food in town! We then rode 
on via Moyston to Halls Gap, checked into the caravan park 
and met up with Holly, Bill, Brian and Jim. Most of us then 
dined at a local restaurant within walking distance of our 
accommodation.

On Tuesday, along with some Grampians Branch members, 
we rode to Boroka Lookout and enjoyed views of the 
Grampians before riding on. No names, but a very eventful 
morning. A stationary bike overbalanced in the carpark and 
the rider confirmed his Helite vest (tethered to his bike) 
worked! Then a member missed a bend and his bike ended 
up on a tow truck. Another member hit a kangaroo and 
confirmed his crash bars worked well, all before the morning 
cuppa! Once all that was resolved, we rode on and had a 
morning cuppa at Cavendish where we received very friendly 
and welcoming service.

We then rode some delightful roads through lovely 
countryside to Coleraine and on to Casterton. The riding and 
scenery out there are not to be underestimated. We looped 
via   Merino back to Coleraine over more delightful roads 
and stopped at Hamilton for lunch. We were late of course, 
after the morning’s incidents and the recommended café 
was closing as we arrived. We were given great service at an 
alternative café and enjoyed a chat and rest. 

We then rode east to Dunkeld (spectacular view of the 
Grampians) and The Victoria Valley to Halls Gap. Many tales 
and disgraceful lies were then exchanged before and over 
dinner.

On Wednesday we rode off again at 9.00am and I also had 
a pillion passenger to take home. I had a misunderstanding 
with John of the Grampians Branch and left about 2 minutes 
before the Grampians members arrived. Oh Dear! Fortunately, 
we only rode about 4 klms and stopped to check out Lake 
Bellfield. John managed to contact Brian of our Branch and 
they joined up. Riding to Dunkeld, lots of macropods (Google 
it, I had to, Ed) were seen. I braked heavily for one, saw 
another too late to brake and so on. We made it safely to 
Penshurst and after creating some confusion, I found the 
Penshurst Store Café/Bakery, where we all enjoyed a great 
cuppa, chat and service.

Several Grampians members then headed off in assorted 
directions and some rode with us on the basically flat straight 
roads to Inverleigh, where we stopped for lunch and a final 
chat. Many then rode to the freeway and Melbourne. Half 
a dozen of us rode on to Queenscliff and caught the ferry 
across to Sorrento. I dropped my temporary pillion off at 
home on the Peninsula and rode home.

 I thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie and time away on both 
rides. Many thanks to all who came along and made them so 
enjoyable.

Cheers, John Cook #5048 DM 51

To paraphrase the cover of 
Riding On, “I continue to do 
my best to enjoy the Journey”.
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I was walking back to my Triumph after leaving the Bendigo 
bank in Eaglehawk (Vic), and saw a man coming towards me 
looking at my bike, which was parked on the footpath near the 
bank’s corner.

I was expecting questions about the bike and instead got, 
“You can’t park your motorbike there d@#k%&ad!”, to which I 
replied, “Actually, the law says I can.”

What followed was a short conversation and I left (I had other 
things to do and my tolerance for bombastic ignorance is limited 
to say the least).

I raised it at brunch one morning and another member said he 
had a Bylaws officer actually issue him with a fine. He took it 
around to the City of Greater Bendigo who agreed with him that 
he shouldn’t have been fined, cancelled it, and had the Bylaws 
officer call him back to apologise.

So, can you park your motorbike on footpaths?  The short 
answer is that in Victoria, you can; but not other states. But the 
more I checked, the more caveats I found to that statement, 
hence this article. 

I copied the following from https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.
au/safety-and-road-rules/road-rules/a-to-z-of-road-rules/
motorcycles:

Footpath parking

In Victoria, you can park your motorcycle on a footpath, unless 
there is a sign saying you can’t. When parking you must not get 
in the way, or block the path of pedestrians, delivery vehicles, 
public transport users or parked cars.

On-street motorcycle parking bays are available in Melbourne’s 
Central Business District and other urban areas throughout 
Victoria. 

The responsibility for the enforcement of footpath parking lies 
with Councils. To find out more about your local parking laws, 
visit Local Councils. Penalties will apply if you park in motorcycle 
excluded areas.

With reference to blocking the path of pedestrians, I found 
the following in Google under, ‘the correct way to park your 
motorcycle on a pavement’:

Park at least one motorcycle wheel diameter back from the 
road kerb to allow pedestrians free access to and from the road 
and to parked vehicles (you can leave less space between your 
motorcycle and the kerb if you park next to a ‘No Stopping’ 
zone).

I have since found the following list of restrictions to parking a 
motorcycle on a footpath in Melbourne on  
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/parking-and-transport/
parking/parking-rules/Pages/motorcycle-parking.aspx:

-Motorcycle parking is not permitted on the footpath adjacent 
to any parking bay reserved for people with disabilities (marked 
with the international symbol of access). 

-Do not park your motorcycle on or near service access points 
such as manhole covers and underground access points. 

-Motorcycle parked with front tyre partially on a covered 
underground access point 
 
-Do not park your motorcycle near taxi ranks, bus stops or tram 
stops.  
-Motorcycles and scooters parked in a row along a bus stop 
-Do not park your motorcycle in a spot that will obstruct access 
to a ticket machine or meter.  
-Motorcycle parked very close to a ticket machine 
-Do not park your motorcycle where space is reserved for 
footpath activities such as street cafes. These areas can be 
identified by Footpath Dining Boundary markers.  
-City of Melbourne Footpath Dining Boundary marker 
-Do not park your motorcycle in a way that obstructs 
pedestrians using the footpath.  
-Parked motorcycle obstructing a narrow footpath 
-Do not park your motorcycle in a way that obstructs doorways 
and shop entrances.

-Parked motorcycle obstructing a door with signs ‘Keep doorway 
clear. Fire safety door, do not obstruct’

Where can I park 
my Motorbike



-Do not park your motorcycle in a way that obstructs rubbish 
bins, post boxes or other on-street infrastructure. 

-Motorcycles parked very close to a street litter bin

Note these are from the City of Melbourne and not Vicroads, 
but if you read through the above, they are fair and reasonable 
requests. I also had a leaflet from Vicroads that didn’t have the 
above listed but did request motorcyclists not to park close to 
buildings as that causes difficulties for the visually impaired. 
I’ve seen many park contrary to the above out of ignorance or 
choice to ignore, but we do well to take them seriously as our 
hold on this liberty is tenuous.

The above reference from Melbourne Council continues:

Motorcycle parking on the footpath is not permitted in these 
locations: 

-on footpaths adjacent to disabled parking areas 
Collins Street, between Exhibition Street and George Parade 
(south side) 
Flinders Lane, between Elizabeth Street and Cocker Alley (South 
side)

-Exhibition Street, adjacent to Her Majesty’s Theatre (west side)

From mid-May 2020 motorcycle parking is not allowed on 
footpaths in the following locations, on both sides of the road:

-William Street, between La Trobe and Bourke streets 
-Bourke Street, between William and Spencer streets 
-Collins Street, between King and Spencer streets  
-Little Bourke Street, between Swanston and Queen streets  
-Little Collins Street, between Elizabeth and Queen streets  
-Flinders Lane, between Elizabeth and Queen streets  
-Flinders Street, between Elizabeth and Queen streets  
-Elizabeth Street, between Collins and Flinders streets

Signs at these locations clearly state that motorcycle parking on 
the footpath is not allowed. Fines apply if you park a motorcycle 
there illegally.

-No standing sign for motorcycles on a footpath

It is difficult to remember that list of locations unless you’re 
frequently riding to an area in Melbourne. I think the ‘take 
home’ from that list though is to first look for motorcycle bays 
and for signs forbidding motorcycle parking on the footpath and 
comply.

There is also a similar ban in Acland Street, St Kilda that was 
introduced in 2016. At the time there were strong protests. 
But the ban on the above designated areas in Melbourne was 
proposed and passed on 18 February 2020 with significantly 
less protest because 36 car parks were changed into 151 free 
motorcycle parks. The argument behind the ban in Melbourne 
was that a report commissioned by the City of Melbourne found 
that 14% of CBD footpaths overflowed with pedestrians during 

peak hours. The above streets were targeted to help alleviate 
that.

So, why are we allowed to park on footpaths in Victoria at all?  
I tried to find a more authoritative answer but failed to do so. 
The story that was handed to me (and I stand to be corrected) 
was that restrictions were going to be introduced to motorcycle 
parking in the CBD in the early 80’s. The Motorcycle Riders 
Association (MRA) organised motorcyclists to come into the CBD 
before sunrise and park on most if not all car parking spaces 
throughout the city, moving their bikes to the next one as 
time periods expired. You can imagine the impact that had on 
Melbourne. The State government of the day got the message, 
decided that motorbikes parking on pavements was conducive 
to good parking overall, and we got a ‘get out of getting fined’ 
card.

But, what about other states in Australia?  First, you can get 
fined if you park on footpaths. It’s not allowed as no other state 
has adopted it. Generally, experience tells me you can park in 
car parks with more than one bike and you pay where a ticket 
is required. But I have heard of motorcyclists being booked in 
Perth for parking in a car park instead of a motorcycle park, so 
a bit more research seemed wise.

So, starting with the City of Perth, I found their rules clearly say, 
‘You must park in a marked motorcycle bay. Parking in a regular 
bay will attract an infringement.’  They also make it clear that 
normal parking fees apply. Note though that Perth has many 
allocated motorcycle bays.

When I looked at other capitals, I find the standard line for all 
states is the same rules for cars apply to motorcycles. So, if 
motorcycle parking is available where you’re going, use it. But 
it’s fine to use a car park and they turn a blind eye to more than 
one bike being parked in the one bay. 

There is some debate regarding paying if it is a metered spot. 
Unless otherwise advised, I think the safe thing is to pay the 
money if you’re not sure. What I suggest is if you’re doing 
an interstate trip, just google the motorcycle parking for the 
specific state(s) and city/ies you intend to park in.

There is one other thing. I rode to Doncaster Shopping town 
and went to pay for their undercover park, only to be told 
to simply go around the booms and don’t pay. Even more 
embarrassing, I went to Canberra’s National Art Gallery car 
park, pushed the button, and the boom wouldn’t lift. I had a 
queue of cars behind me before a helpful person told me to just 
go around the boom. There were motorcycle bays inside. So 
now where there are car parks with boom gates, I tend to go 
around. The exception is parking at Tullamarine. You can go in 
on a motorbike, but you have to pay the same fee as you would 
for a car. 

Bruce Jones #50478
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Bruce Jones' footpath motorcycle parking article is very 
good. It is fair and objective. I find it strange that states 
other than Victoria have not adopted this way to encourage 
motorcycle & scooter commuting to reduce traffic congestion 
and car parking shortages. It adds colour to a city. Tasmania 
in particular should adopt it for local benefits and because 
Victoria is its’ main source of two-wheel tourists so uniformity 
in parking laws makes sense. 
 
In the early 1980s the Motorcycle Riders Association (MRA) 
was developing its political muscles so we had some good 
connections. A back bencher, Jeff Kennett, was MRA Secretary 
Angie Killeen’s local MP. In those days, Melbourne was a 
motorcycle friendly city with a pro motorcycle Lord Mayor, 
Trevor Huggard. Motorcycle parking was getting to be a 
problem as the Victorian cities grew. The MRA lobbied for a 
better deal. 
 
There were bureaucrats that felt exposure to motorbikes 
had to be reduced to reduce the road toll. Direct action was 
needed. Back then, the big retail stores in Melbourne had just 
3 hours trading on a Saturday. Saturday morning shopping 
was like the “six o’clock swill” at pubs. There was almost no 
off-street car parking. On-street car bays mostly had a 1 hour 
limit.The MRA called on riders to come to town and park 1 
bike to a car bay and feed the metre. 8000 turned up around 

7am. Some brought folding chairs and beach umbrellas. As 
the metre expired the riders moved their machines to the next 
bay to stay legal. The big retailers lost money. The MRA was 
sorry but we did not cause this situation. 
 
Car drivers were not best pleased. The MRA had riders hand 
drivers notes of apology. The notes said that parking laws 
were a mess and to contact the Town Hall and Parliament to 
complain. We supplied phone numbers. Bylaws officers and 
police were quietly supportive. At noon, we rode to Parliament 
House to present a submission to the State Opposition. The 
Media loved it. 
 
By the end of 1986 free, unlimited, footpath motorcycle 
parking was state law in Victoria. Over nearly 40 years there 
have been few problems because footpath parking has built-
in safeguards. Basically, you can’t block pedestrians. Any 
problems have mostly been solved by the Motorcycles In 
Melbourne Committee at the Town Hall. Riders do not want to 
lose footpath parking so they behave responsibly. 
 
There was a second park-in in 1995 when there was a threat 
to footpath parking in Melbourne. The threat failed. 
 
Damien Codognotto OAM 
MRAA

8000 motorcycles with police escort head up 
Bourke Street, Melbourne to Parliament House. 
Saturday August 3, 1986. 

At Parliament House in Melbourne.

Ulyssians at the 1995 park-in in 
Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.

MRAA
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Every now and then, a product comes along that makes you 
realise that, while you didn’t even know that there was a gap 
for it in the market, there certainly is now that you’ve seen it!

Most recently in my case, that was Suzuki’s amazing new GSX-
S1000GT. After I had ridden it and had a little time to cogitate, 
I thought,“This is the perfect bike for someone who’s reached 
the age where he or she should really be replacing the sports 
bike with a tourer – but who does not want to let go of the 
excitement.”

With the GSX-S, you get the touring capability without having 
to let go of any excitement at all. This is a smart-looking 
motorcycle, in the modern style, but not too much in the 
modern style. Nice glittery paint, bright lighting, complete but 
understated controls, comfortable seats, a tolerable range 
(although that could be better) and as well as that, the sort of 
performance you would only ever have had from a top sports 
bike only a few years ago.

If ”a few years ago” sounds dismissive, it is not meant to be. 
I didn’t rev it out in top – my licence is fragile enough – but 
calculations indicate that its top speed should be around 
220km/h. The GT is powered by a re-tuned K5 GSX-R1000 
engine. Its powerband has been relocated for huge midrange 
power and torque, as well as retaining a huge top end. I didn’t 
sample that because… well, see “licence” comment above. 
Mostly, I had the bike around 5000rpm which, in top, gives you 
a road speed that will probably not attract attention from the 
highway patrol. You do need to keep in mind that the cameras 
don’t give you leeway, though!

Ask me how I know.

I’ve mentioned some of the touring features above. The bike 
also has cruise control, probably the simplest and most intuitive 
I have seen. It also has a quick-shifter, not something usually 
fitted to tourers but a neat thing to have for them as likes ‘em. 
I am not a quick-shifter person – yet, I suppose. I need to get 

used to them. You can buy a higher screen, too, but I was quite 
happy with the standard screen on the 1200km ride I put the 
GT through.

The only things the GT is missing that would make it a true GT 
are panniers and heated grips. At one point, I gather, panniers 
were going to be standard but would, of course, have cost 
more – I have been told that the reason they aren’t, is that the 
company supplying them to Suzuki went belly up. You can still 
buy them as accessories.

After collecting the bike, I rode it around the city for a few days 
and found it competent, pleasantin traffic, and slim enough, 
despite its engine capacity, to split lanes. Even under these 
conditions, which are probably the least enjoyable, and require 
the most concentration, it soon became one of those bikes that 
you don’t really notice. Torque comes in early, and there is little 
need to play with the gearbox. That’s good in traffic.

But the bike really came even more into its own out on the 
open road. My friend, Mike, and I had been thinking about a 
trip to the Warrumbungles for a while, and the GT provided a 
good opportunity. Once we hit the highway, the GT settled into 
a comfortable lope that covered the kliks without fuss.

Just in case you think I am in the pay of Suzuki Australia, let me 
say that the GSX-S1000GT is not perfect. It would be nice if it 
had a centrestand, and I am surprised that it’s not offered as an 
accessory. The position of the footpegs means that your weight 
(considerable, in my case) is almost entirely on your backside. 
It’s difficult to shift it to the pegs, although squeezing the tank a 
little with your thighs will take any weight off your wrists.

Those are niggles. The Suzuki GSX-S1000GT is a huge amount 
of fun – and a practical tourer! 
 
J Peter “The Bear” Thoeming #675

If you knew Suzie, If you knew Suzie, 
Who knows what Who knows what 
you’d do?you’d do?
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Thank you to Horizon Motorcycles for the opportunity to ride 
this machine.

The NT1100 is available in two versions. Manual 6 speed 
transmission and Dual Clutch 6 speed transmission (DCT). The 
gunmetal black version I rode was the manual transmission 
version. The standard transmission model is also available 
in iridium grey. Those opting for the DCT will be limited to 
gunmetal black and their bike will weigh slightly more. 238kg 
for the standard, 248kg for the DCT.

For those familiar with Honda, you will recognise the 1084cc 
parallel twin engine as the same as used in the Africa Twin.

This bike was very low in kilometres so it was a little tight and 
will free up as more kilometres are covered.

Electronics wise, Honda has not been sparing. Apple CarPlay, 
Android Auto, cruise control, Honda Selectable torque Control, 
multiple riding modes including 2 which are user configurable. 
Hook up your smartphone and Bluetooth headset and you will 
have everything at your disposal.

Touring wise the bike is fitted with heated grips and an 
adjustable screen and the fairing is set with upper deflectors 
and lower leg deflectors, coupled with cruise control this bike 
could do it comfortably. There are multiple options for panniers 
and top boxes which are designed to suit your budget and give 
you the ability to comfortably carry your stuff.

Ergonomics were excellent with everything falling into place 
comfortably. A seat height of 820mm means it is easy to get a 
foot, or if you must, both feet to the ground (test rider height is 
178cm). You really get the impression that you are sitting in the 
bike rather than on it. The adjustable screen allows you to pick 
a set-up that suits you. The bike felt light and easily managed. 
There are optional comfort seats available. 
Engine wise it sounds enjoyable and the transmission was 
typical Honda ‘snicking’ through the gears. I found low speed 
revs to be a little disconcerting. A bit of hunting seemed to 
occur at low revs but this disappeared once revs were over 
3,000. The engine lets you know it is there but real motorcycle 
engines should anyway. Never would it get uncomfortable. The  

engine has an excellent mid-range which is where it will spend 
most of its life. There is more than adequate top end if you 
need to use it.

Suspension is preload adjustable both ends, I rode it as factory 
configured, finding it nearly ideal but tweaking the preload is a 
simple exercise and may make it close to perfect.

Handling wise at low speeds it is easy to control. At touring 
speeds it was fine.

Honda backup their product with a 2 year warranty. Like all 
manufacturers make sure you understand how the warranty 
works. I am surprised that motorcycles have not followed cars 
in warranty terms but who knows, that may yet come. One 
manufacturer is now supporting their product for 5 years.

Without options, the standard transmission bike is under $24k 
and the DCT under $25k. I suspect that not too many will be 
sold without some options though.

https://motorcycles.honda.com.au/models/onroad/touring/
nt1100

“Safe Riding Doesn’t Happen by Accident” 

Terry McCarthy #40625

2023 
Honda  
NT1100
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As my 
body 
starts to 
act like an 
Air-Force 
Academy 
(bits of 

me keep passing out), I decided to find a comfortable fold-up 
chair to carry with me on the bike. It’s nice to be comfortable 
anywhere you stop after a hard days riding....(well, can there 
ever be a hard day riding on a GoldWing?). OK, stop laughing, 
I’m being serious now!

The Kalahari Chair from Rocky Creek Designs comes in a 
small bag and when zipped up it’ll take up 450mm length by 
135 diameter and 1.1kgs weight, while, the lightweight table 
(400g) packs up to 340mm long by 95 diameter. The chair 
(rated to 120kgs) has venting to avoid sweating at the back 
and around the hips. Sitting in the chair is comfortable and 
I’m not ‘gripped’ as with the eBay chair, plus there isn’t the 
movement I experienced on the other chair either. I don’t have 
a head support but I’m seating at a more comfortable angle 
(less upright). Seat height is about 400mm from the ground. 
Construction is aluminium tube 18mm diameter 1mm thick. 
There are 2 plastic blocks with the tubes captive by elastic cord 
and the tubes seem to automatically locate as you assemble 
the chair. I could comfortably sit in this chair for hours, having a 
beverage and reading a magazine or book. The Kalahari comes 
with a Velcro strap for packing away, the eBay chair only has an 
elastic band.

The lightweight table will hold a schooner glass surprisingly 
well without tipping. It stands at 300mm off the ground so it 
matches nicely with both the chairs for height. The table doesn’t 
have a storage bag and only elastic bands to hold it closed, but, 
I found another use for the Moto Straps.

So, my special lady, Rose, not to be outdone, bought a fold-
up chair off the eBay for $59.90 because she gets very tired 
riding her Boom Trike long distances (yeah stop laughing now) 
and needs a chair to sip her Honey Bourbon at day’s end. Her 
chair comes in a bag, which I admit appears tougher than the 
RCD one. It measures 450mm long and 150mm diameter when 

packed up and is 1.1kg weight. Assembled, it stands taller 
and has a padded head rest. The venting is only about the 
hips area, so you may sweat at the back. The chair has more 
movement (twist) and it gripped me quite tightly about the 
hips and waist (I’m 181cm and 90kg), plus I was sitting more 
upright. I don’t know if I’d be comfortable over an extended 
time-frame. The seat is about the same height from the ground 
as the Kalahari. It does have larger feet to make it more stable 
in softer ground. Construction is aluminium tube (smaller) 
15mm diameter 1mm thick. There are 2 plastic blocks (smaller 
than the Kalahari) with the tubes captive by elastic cord and the 
tubes not quite automatically locate as you assemble the chair. I 
assume the chair will carry 100kgs??

The chair cloth material for both chairs appears the same, 
however, the stitching on the Kalahari does show a higher 
quality of detail.

Timed to assemble Kalahari Chair = 2 minutes, and to pack 
away = 1 minute 35 seconds. 
Timed to assemble Lightweight Table = 2 minutes, and to pack 
away = 2 minutes.

Timed to assemble eBay Chair = 4 minutes. Hmmn, there 
was a minor difficulty in getting the seat base to fit over the 
frame, the little tube pockets kept closing up as the tubes were 
pushed in. To pack away = 2 minutes, however, one of the back 
supports broke its elastic and the tube slipped out. It has only 
had 2 assemblies at this point.

The eBay chair is half the price but far less comfortable, a bit 
more fiddley to assemble and if you were a bit larger than me...
you simply wouldn’t fit. I’m happy to have paid the extra for a 
stronger and more comfortable chair.

Rocky Creek Designs - Kalahari Chair (medium) $129.95 and 
Lightweight Folding Table $59.95

Telephone: 02 6689 5703 Email:  Sales or returns - speak to 
Janice or email her on jjansen@rockycreekdesigns.com.au

May Your Lid Never Skid, Ian Parks #11735



Since the invention of the wheel, man has had the need to 
restrain gear for transportation. From the early days of hemp 
rope and the ‘truckies hitch’ to modern ratchet straps and all 
the other things in between.

One of the things we bikers need is a practical and successful 
means of tying our precious bundles to our metal steeds.

Rocky Creek Designs market a brilliant bit of kit called Moto 
Straps. They can be joined together very easily to create any 
length required and offer stretch to make securing your load as 
easy as taking your eye out with an Okky Strap!

The strap is made from a UV-resistant polyurethane with a 
little stretch in it. An aluminium buckle is moulded to the end, 
allowing you to fasten the strap. They have two sizes 56cm & 
81.3cm or 22” & 32” in the old scale.

At $14.95 each I reckon they’re a must for wrapping and 
strapping just about anything you need to keep from losing off 
your bike.

Telephone: 02 6689 5703

Email:  Sales or returns - speak to Janice or email her on 
jjansen@rockycreekdesigns.com.au

The last meeting for 2022 ended on a really high note with the presentation of the 
prestigious Telemachus Medal - No. 171 to Lindsay Earl #41403.

Lindsay is a highly respected member of the Geelong Branch and has provided 
exceptional commitment to the Geelong Branch and the Geelong community for many 
years. His nomination to NATCOM for the Medal was supported unanimously by the 
Geelong Branch Committee. 

To say that Lindsay was surprised would be an understatement!

Moto Straps
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Lindsay Telemachus Medal
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Drier is better
J Peter ‘The Bear’ Thoeming #675

Getting wet is not much of a problem if you’re going home. 
But if you’re on your way somewhere else, it becomes a major 
hassle. Getting out of sodden gear is not always possible, 
and even if it is there’s always the question of drying yourself 
and your wet clothes. And I’m not even thinking about the 
uncomfortable experience of riding while wet. 

When I was preparing my gear for a recent trip to Portugal, I 
was only too aware of the need for rain protection that would 
last for a while. The obvious top choice, given experience over 
the years, was one of the suits from BMW. Never the cheapest, 
they have always been the best and I only disposed of my 
previous one because I had carelessly torn it.

According to BMW Motorrad, the A$285 Unisex ProRain one-
piece wind and waterproof overalls provide protection against 
wind and weather with a waterproofing polyurethane coating. 
They are also thoroughly taped on the inside of the seams.

“Elastic arm and leg cuffs plus the integrated balaclava reliably 
prevent water ingress. Reflective prints significantly increase 
visibility even in adverse weather conditions.”

Sounds good, except the price at first sight… but over a long 
life on a variety of motorcycles in a variety of conditions I have 
learned that you get what you pay for. It’s as simple as that.

I don’t know if you have ever ridden in a Portuguese rainstorm, 
but I can tell you they pack a punch. The ProRain overalls came 

through for me, where many of my companions’ clothing didn’t. 
I was dry after every stop. The suit is quite long in the leg, and 
the combination of the protected leg zip and hook-and-loop 
fastening tab kept it secure around my boots. What water got 
into them came through the seams of the boots themselves.

The suit is not breathable, but you can’t expect that with this 
kind of gear. It has heat-resistant material at the inside-leg 
area and non-slip material at the seat. The high collar with its 
integrated storm hood prevents rain leaking between suit and 
helmet. There is a long, easy-access front zip fastener with 
labyrinth closure and hook-and-loop fasteners on the side for 
optimal wind protection, long leg zips on the outer sides and 
reflective print on sleeves, back and chest. Hook-and-loop 
straps on the upper arms and an elastic waistband at the back 
with one fastener each at the front on the right and left allow 
width adjustment, while elastic arm and leg cuffs with elastic 
band and fastener keep things rain tight. The suit packs into its 
own little bag with a carry strap.

The length of the leg zip meant that the suit was easy to get 
on without taking off my boots, and a clever little clip on the 
interior bib meant that I didn’t have to stretch that to get into 
the body of the suit. There is a single chest pocket accessible 
from the outside at the upper left which is useful for things like 
keys, but it also creates one of a couple of complaints – it is 
easy to get your hand on the wrong side of the pocket when 
you’re slipping it into the left sleeve (at least for someone 
as congenitally clumsy as me). You then have to repeat the 
operation. 

(The ProRain suit was provided free of charge by BMW 
Motorrad for assessment.)

BMW Motorrad Unisex ProRain suit

Lindsay Telemachus Medal



I
n early 2022, Melbourne Ulysses Club Members Colin Voss, 
Steve Bailes and Pat Ryan and Gayle Goldsmith decided 
to celebrate the freedom to travel again with a motorcycle 

trip around Greece. The chosen trip was Adriatic Moto Tours’ 
fourteen-day Greece Tour, leaving Athens on the 21st May 2022.  
 
Adriatic provide the bikes, a guide on a motorcycle, and a van 
which carries all the suitcases. All hotels are prebooked, and 
restaurant dinners for all riding days are included.  
 
Getting there 
As we were travelling to the other side of the world, we decided 
to get to Greece a few days early to have time to get over any 
jet lag and settle in. The first day was spent relaxing on a tour 
boat and walking around the islands of Aegina, Poros, and 
Hydra. 
The tour commenced with an afternoon briefing, and paperwork 
and meeting the other members of the group. The riders 
comprised a multi-cultural group from all over the world, who 
got on famously. 
 
First riding day – Athens (Glyfada) to Delphi 
We headed off around 8:30am, which was to be our normal 
start time.  
The initial section of 42 kilometres was on the freeway to get us 
out of the Athens general area and onto the amazing mountain 
roads that we were to become familiar with in the next two 
weeks.  
 
Then, it was along some rural roads and up into the mountains. 
If you are looking for challenging narrow mountain roads with 
hairpin bends that dictate second and occasionally first gear 

going up and a lot of confidence in your brakes going down, 
then go and try out Greece. The surfaces were a mixture of 
excellent, potholed, gravelly, and slippery bitumen which kept 
us on our toes, and there were plenty of land-slips and fallen 
rocks. It is a wonderful feeling to come around a very tight 
hairpin bend to be presented with a pile of rocks on the road! 
 
As we left Athens, we passed numerous bays, harbours, and 
beaches, stopping at the famous Temple of Poseidon on a 
mountain, the site for our tour group photo. From here, we 
headed northwest along the mountainous Helicon range, to 
arrive in ancient Delphi. 
 
Delphi to Karpenisi 
Off again in the morning, we stopped in Thermopilae for coffee, 
before continuing into the mountains. Spacious roads along the 
valleys give way to more demanding twisties towards Karpenisi. 
A washed-out road under replacement was a bit of a shock for 
riders without dirt riding experience, but with a little help, we 
all made it safely through. It was a surprise to see ice and snow 
in summer, as most of us were not aware that Greece has quite 
extensive ski fields. We spent the next couple of days high in 
the mountains, and got used to these narrow mountain roads. 
 
Karpenisi to Meteora 
The scenery in this area is fabulous.The beautiful valley of 
the Karpenisiotis River provided the backdrop for the day’s 
ride. We rode tight turns, gradually taking us to the wild 
terrain of sandstone peaks, the domain of The Meteora. In 
a region of almost inaccessible peaks where, from the 11th 
century onwards, monks built twenty-four precariously perched 
monasteries. 

A ride around the 
Cradle of Democracy
By: Pat Ryan #62222 
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Meteora to Monodendri 
The next day saw us off again, with the Pindus Mountains 
providing plenty of twisties and impressive scenery all around. 
Hilly roads took us through Metsovo, a traditional village of 
northern Greece, famous for its cheeses and wines. For us, it 
meant a lunch in the sun with Gyros and soft drink and a rest 
from the twisty roads. 
 
We continued on to Ioannina, and sped around the beautiful 
Lake Pamvotida. We continued on to the nearby Vikos gorge, 
the deepest in the world and an amazing spot on the way to the 
village of Monodendri, our stop for the night. 
 
Monodendri to Lefkada Island 
Following the twisty road zig-zagging its way south,we rode all 
the way to the Ionian Sea. Skirting its shore we crossed over to 
the island of Lefkada via an embarkment. This was our first rest 
stop of the tour, and whilst a couple of people went for a ride 
around the island, most of us simply took it easy with a swim 
in the pool and a few drinks at the swim up bar, with a little 
exploring thrown in for good measure. Dinner tonight was at a 
lovely Greek taverna on the seashore under the trees. 
 
Lefkada Island to Olympia 
We continued our journey back to the mainland and south 
toward the Peloponnesus peninsula. The route took us across 
the 1.8 mile long Rio-Antirrio Bridge, one of the world’s longest 
multi-span cable-stayed bridges. We ended the day in ancient 
Olympia, the site of the first Olympic Games, which we explored 
with a local guide. 
 
There was another exciting adventure for the bitumen-only 
riders as we came across a bridge which had been destroyed by 
a flood. The detour was through the now dry rocky and sandy 
riverbed, which got a few hearts pumping. No one came to grief 
however, so it was back onto the bitumen and off again. 

 
Olympia to Mani 
We rode to Mani on undulating roads through dryer country. 
This is Greece as it has been for hundreds of years; before the 
tourists. In the evening, we enjoyed traditional Greek seafood 
and stayed in a hotel built from the local stone, and overlooking 
the spectacular coast. 
 
Mani to Monemvasia 
This day we travelled up the east side of the Peloponnese 
to Monemvasia, a huge rock connected to the mainland and 
topped by a fortress. This was our second rest day for the tour, 
and most spent the day exploring the rock, swimming in the 
pool, drinking, or for some, a sightseeing ride. 
 
Monemvasia to Nafplio 
We were eager to get back on the bikes, and headed off early 
as usual for Nafplio, one of the most beautiful seaside towns in 
Greece. 
 
Getting there is, of course, what it is all about on these trips, 
so we again enjoyed high mountain passes, hairpin bends, 
wonderful views and great coffee stops as we negotiated 
southern Greece. 
 
Nafplio to Athens 
This was our last day of riding, but still quite spectacular. One 
last, magnificent ride through the stunning and varied terrain of 
the Peloponnese leads us to Athens. 
 
On the way, we passed over the Canal of Corinth, a man-made 
canal, which connects the Aegean Sea with the Gulf of Corinth. 
 
It was a wonderful trip, with great company from all corners of 
the world. Well planned by Adriatic Mototours, and beautifully 
executed by our ride leaders.
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Riding in New Zealand can be challenging at times. On some 
100kph roads, advisory signs recommend 15kph through the 
hairpin bends. Add to that, landslides or boulders on the road, 
constant roadworks with loose stones and the occasional 
wandering goat means you must be on the alert constantly. 
 
Then there’s the weather. We were very lucky most days, but 
one day between Westport and Murchison, we were hit by 
a horrific thunderstorm. Torrential rain, thunder, lightning, 
and hairpin bends all made riding at any more than 25kph 
dangerous! 
 
One of the highlights of our trip was a day cruise down Milford 
Sound, with its steep volcanic mountains either side with 
waterfalls every few hundred meters and trees seemingly 
growing straight out of the rocks. The mean annual rainfall in 
Milford Sound is 6,813mm, and it rains there on average 182 
days a year. Over the course of 24 hours, 250mm of rain can 
fall in the area. 
 
In Queenstown we took the Southern hemisphere’s steepest 
gondola to Bob’s Peak, where there were amazing views of 
people hang-gliding the 450 metres to the town below. 
 
Rotarua is famous for its hot springs, which give off a pungent 

sulphurous odour that can be smelt throughout the town. The 
water is reputed to have therapeutic values and you can soak in 
large public pools overlooking the lake or book a smaller private 
plunge pool by the hour. 
 
On the ferry trip back to the South Island, we thought we 
would get some sleep on the way across, so we booked a 
cabin. Unfortunately, the ferry was late, so we didn’t board until 
2.45am, and we were woken at 5.30am so that we would be 
ready to disembark. 
 
Another memorable moment on our trip, was watching a herd 
of Fur seals frolicking on the rocky beach at Kaikoura with the 
large males standing guard and the mother seals leading the 
babies through the rocks to a resting place on the sand. 
 
New Zealand is a beautiful country. Both islands are covered 
with lush green vegetation, amazing steep mountains and 
flowing rivers running over grey volcanic pebbles. The people 
were very friendly, and the small bakeries in every town had 
great food. The riding was amazing. The mountain passes with 
hairpin bends and winding coastal roads overlooking the ocean 
meant there was always stunning scenery to admire. If you ever 
travel to the South Island, try to visit the E. Hayes and Sons 
hardware store in Invercargill. Here you will find the original 

Our New Zealand tripOur New Zealand trip

RIDING ON 32



“World’s Fastest Indian” on display, with other mementos from Burt 
Munro’s amazing speed record attempts. If you are lucky enough 
to talk to one of the staff members, you will get an insight into this 
incredible man, with stories about the kid next door in the movie 
(who was the hardware owner’s son) and information about Burt’s 
“other bike” a 138 MPH Velocette. 
 
Prices in New Zealand were similar to Australia, apart from fuel 
which was up to $3 per litre in some parts. We had a great time and 
covered over 4500kms in 17 days on our 2016 Honda ST 1300. The 
trip cost us around $7700 not including bike hire or airfares. 
 
Things to watch out for when riding in New Zealand: 
 
Giveway signs have a solid white line on the road (like our stop lines) 
Stop signs have a solid yellow line. 
 
100kph speed limit zones drop straight down to 50kph with no 
‘transition’ speed zone. The speed limit is 50kph through most towns. 
 
Railway crossings have a 90° corner in the road before them, then 
another 90° corner after them. 
 
Before crossing one lane bridges, you need to check if you give way, 
or if oncoming traffic gives way. 
 
The speed limit when passing a stationary school bus is 20kph in 
both directions. 
 
Street gutters going into some car parks are not very motorcycle 
friendly. You need to go in at a 90° angle (like crossing tram tracks). 
 
Chris #25012 and Dianna Glover #31050
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This is a great commuter bike and ideal for a Learner or P1 
rider.

Honda is in the process of replacing the CB125E, as it no 
longer meets all of the requirements for sale in Australia. So 
once existing stock is gone, it’s gone.

The replacement is the CB125F which features LCD dash, 
Combined Braking System, a catalytic converter and a few 
styling changes.

I would make the following comments after test riding one:

It’s light and easy to handle.

Nice styling and fully digital instrumentation, with great 
switchgear. Information available to the rider includes: Fuel 
with distance to empty, average and instant consumption, 
trips A and B, clock, gear indicator and ECO indicator.

LED headlight. 
Very easy steering, which seems lighter than the CB125E? 
Effective brakes.

Comfortable seat although a little higher than the previous 
model.

The fuel-injected engine starts instantly and quietly. The 
engine is more tractable than the previous model and I 
would put this down to the fuel injection.

Gearing is ok, although I found first gear to be too low and 
I guess for the markets that this model is predominantly 
sold in, that it perhaps needs to be. The trick is to short 
shift into second.

Fuel economy is fantastic and probably better than the 

earlier model. I love the fact that the chain is enclosed, 
which is a great feature for a commuter.

Interestingly, the foot-pegs are fixed (non-folding) and 
they are bolted directly to the engine. If you were unlucky 
enough to drop this bike, that may put significant stress on 
the crankcase. Some of the plastic may also be prone to 
damage in the event of a minor drop.

Pricing is very good ($3,600 approx. ride away) with it only 
slightly dearer than the model it will ultimately replace.

This bike is worthy of serious consideration.

Thank you AJL Training - RTO 45580 and Horizon 
Motorcycles

“Safe Riding Doesn’t Happen by Accident” 

Terry McCarthy #40625



Many thanks to Motorworks, Argyle Street, Hobart. 
I had the pleasure of taking the demo Aprilia Tuareg for a short 
run. The bike is available in 3 colours; Acid Gold, Martian Red 
and Indaco Tagelmust (red, white and blue). The first two 
colours are available for $22,230 ride away, while it costs $300 
dollars more for the multi-colour. 
 
The engine is an oversquare 659cc twin, DOHC, 4 valves per 
cylinder and liquid cooled. Producing 80hp and 70Nm of torque, 
firing at 270 degrees. Brembo brakes front and rear with 
configurable ABS. The machine weighs in at 204kg ready to roll. 
187kg dry. 
 
Electronics wise, it has traction control, adjustable engine 
braking, cruise control, engine maps with 4 riding modes, two 
are preset and two customisable. 
 
The bike has 240mm of suspension travel both ends, with 21” 
front and 18” rear wheels. Fitted with tubeless Pirelli Scorpion 
Rally STR tyres. 
 
What was it like to ride? 
 
This bike was a real surprise and now definitely one I am 
considering buying. The cable operated clutch was light and 
positive. Fueling was spot on and the induction noise was 
inspirational. The V-Twin firing pattern also presented some 
character. More than adequate performance with 80hp on the 
road and it would be superb in an adventure setting. 
 
Comfort wise, the bike will fit anyone either sitting or standing 
up to a height of around 180cms. The seat initially comfortable 
starts to let you know about it, after an hour or so. Seat height is 
only 860mm, so relatively low for an adventure bike. 
 
Handling is comfortable and predictable on the road, despite the 
21” front wheel. I found the front suspension a little soft but I 
note the front and rear are fully adjustable so with a little bit of 
adjustment it would be great. 
 
In my opinion, the build quality is not as good as my BMWs 
but getting up there. Switchgear was fine but not brilliant, the 
TFT (Thin Film Transistor) screenwas nice and clear and easy 
to navigate. Aprilia have even made it easy to add your own 

GPS with a bar placed above the TFT. The windscreen is not 
adjustable but did a reasonable job for my 178cms. 
 
What I did not like was the bash plate, not much thicker than 
cooking foil so one would have to invest in a better one if doing 
anything more than gravel roads. 
 
Options available include: 
-Centre stand 
-Engine guards 
-Additional LED lights 
-Heated grips 
-Quick-shifter 
-Comfort seats in standard, 2cm higher and 2cm lower 
-Aprilia MIA (connect your smartphone) 
-Alarm 
-Luggage options 
 
These are the Aprilia ones, many aftermarket manufacturers are 
providing other gear. So you can go at it until the bank balance 
calls it quits. 
 
This bike is also available with power output reduced to comply 
with LAMS requirements, apparently at the same price as the 
normal power model. 
 
Who does it suit? I have no doubt this bike would be an 
extremely capable adventure bike and would be a joy to utilise 
in those conditions. It is however an easily ridden and adaptable 
bike so it would be an effective commuter and you could use it 
as a solo tourer. 
 
If you are thinking of downsizing your adventure bike, take 
one for a run, you will be amazed. If you are thinking of an 
economical all-rounder you will also be pleasantly surprised. 
 
Thanks once again to Motorworks. 
 
“Safe Riding Doesn’t Happen by Accident”  
 
Terry McCarthy #40625
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The BMW K100 was officially launched in 1983 and marked a 
change in direction for the company. Initial plans were to phase 
out the older twin cylinder air cooled ‘Boxer’ styled engine for 
this more modern 4 cylinder liquid cooled concept, something 
the public didn’t accept. Instead, the ‘Flying Brick’ as it became 
known, plotted a path alongside its more venerable sibling. 
The ‘Flying Brick’ went through various updates and finished 
production in that form in 2005. The good thing about German 
engineering is the attention to manufacturing and metallurgy 
detail, which equates to these motors being able to reach 
300,000 ks without a major overhaul (regular maintenance is 
key though).

I owned a 1994 K1100LT ex-Police bike for six and a half years 
and clocked up over 100,000 kilometres during that time. My 
time with the ‘K’ taught me that the bike was quite an amazing 
‘all-rounder’. It could be a long distance two up tourer or an 
excellent handling scratcher (luggage removed of course) and 
then be called upon to do daily commuter work. Early versions 
of the K1100LT now qualify for historic plate registration and 
good examples can still be found, you just have to do your 
homework and be patient.

I decided a couple of years back that I wanted a bike to put 
on historic plates and participate with an increasing number 
of my friends going to various vintage and classic bike rallies. 
My better half (probably tired of my fond musings about my 
previous ‘K’) pointed out a very low kilometre 1988 BMW 
K100RT over in Tamworth NSW. A few phone calls followed by a 
visit to inspect where we agreed on some dollars, and I was the 
owner of my second ‘Beemer’. It took a little time to accept the 
non standard paint scheme, even more so the incorrect spelling 
on the fairing (German studies at school).

Had I looked into the fuel tank during that inspection, I may 
well have walked away from the bike. Two years stationary (in 

a good shed) with a tank full of what I suspect was E10 fuel 
had done a lot of damage. A new fuel pump, filter, level sender 
and fuel regulator plus various new hoses, seals plus cleaned 
injectors were required before the old German dragon finally 
breathed fire once again.

Now, for a bike that is 34 years old, it carries quite a bit of 
technology onboard. Electronic fuel injection, electronic ignition, 
bulb monitoring system and electronic speedo (hmmn, that’s 
not so good). Later in 1988 they also added ABS. All this stuff 
is great when it’s working but it can be downright painful 
to diagnose faults if something goes wrong (especially at 
roadside). That said, when everything is going right, you have a 
bike that can mix it with other far more modern steeds.

The handling is still quite inspiring and the twin cam engine 
produces more than enough horses to see you touching 
200kph. BMW’s idea of flipping the 4 cylinder engine on its side 
lowers the centre of gravity and improves the bike’s handling. 
One advantage of this layout is the ability to dismantle the 
engine while it sits in the frame. A smooth five speed gearbox 
driving through a nice clean shaft system to the rear wheel, 
complete with very efficient disk brakes all round, provides 
you with a very comfortable and, for the most part, reliable 
motorcycle. Good maintenance schedules and keeping an eye 
on some of the model’s foibles (the drive shaft can fail due to 
lack of lubrication) can give you many years of uninterrupted 
motorcycling.

Here in NSW we have an excellent historic registration system. 
It basically allows you to ride the bike once a week not 
counting Club/Branch sanctioned rides. You still need some 
comprehensive insurance but the registration and CTP costs are 
very minimal. As we age and our bodies tend to become less 
agile, we often put aside motorcycling for more comfortable 
means of transport, and, because of the cost of registrations we 
also look at letting our bike riding days become fond memories. 
It makes sense to consider why you’d pay up to $1000 per year 
for a bike to sit in the shed and only get ridden once a month 
or so. Then there’s that pesky Ulysses Club membership which 
probably also gets the chop.

Well, why not use your U.C. membership to allow you a 
motorcycle befitting your own vintage, still attend the monthly 
Branch ride and enjoy the friendships you’ve built up over the 
decades?

You’ll have to check the rules for your own State, but, I’m sure 
you’ll see the benefits. There are a lot of great bikes coming 
into the historic registration category so get searching.

May Your Lid Never Skid, Ian Parks #11735

Road Test on  
a 1988 BMW K100RT

RIDING ON 36



YAMAHA E-BIKE  
YDX-MORO 07 E-MTB

Suggested Use: All Mountain Class-1 Ebike 
Off-Road Trail Use

Color DUAL BLUE SIZE available in Small, 
Medium and Large

Approximately 25kg

MOTOR

YAMAHA PW-X3 Class 1 Labeled Center 
mount ISIS Splined Crank arm Spindle 
YAMAHA Quad Sensor with Automatic 
Support and Walk Assist Modes Rate power: 
250W (nominal), 500W (maximum) Max 
torque: 85Nm Max speed support: 20MPH 
Support Modes: ECO, Standard, High, MTB, 
Extra-Power, Automatic, Walk Assist.

BATTERY

Yamaha 500Wh with Charge-life indicator 
and Self-diagnosis display Anti-Vibration 
Mounting Plate Weight: 6.61 lbs 500Wh 36V 
Re-charge time: 1-hour 80%, 4-hour 100%

RRP $6399 TBA
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New system retrofits diesel engines to run on 90 per cent 
hydrogen - UNSW Sydney

Engineers from UNSW Sydney have successfully converted 
a diesel engine to run as a hydrogen-diesel hybrid engine.

The team, led by Professor Shawn Kook from the School of 
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering, spent around 
18 months developing the Hydrogen-Diesel Direct Injection 
Dual-Fuel System that means existing diesel engines can 
run using 90 per cent hydrogen as fuel.

The researchers say that any diesel engine used in trucks 
and power equipment in the transportation, agriculture and 
mining industries could ultimately be retrofitted to the new 
hybrid system in just a couple of months.

And in a paper published in the International Journal of 
Hydrogen Energy, Prof. Kook’s team show that using their 
patented hydrogen injection system reduces CO2 emissions 
to just 90 g/kWh – 85.9 per cent below the amount 
produced by the diesel powered engine.

“This new technology significantly reduces CO2 emissions 
from existing diesel engines, so it could play a big part in 
making our carbon footprint much smaller, especially in 
Australia with all our mining, agriculture and other heavy 
industries where diesel engines are widely used,” says Prof. 
Kook.

“We have shown that we can take those existing diesel 
engines and convert them into cleaner engines that burn 
hydrogen fuel.

“Being able to retrofit diesel engines that are already out 
there is much quicker than waiting for the development 
of completely new fuel cell systems that might not be 
commercially available at a larger scale for at least a 
decade.

“With the problem of carbon emissions and climate change, 
we need some more immediate solutions to deal with the 
issue of these many diesel engines currently in use.”

High-pressure hydrogen direct injection

“If you just put hydrogen into the engine and let it all mix 
together you will get a lot of nitrogen oxide emissions, 
which is a significant cause of air pollution and acid rain,” 
Prof. Kook says.

“But we have shown in our system if you make it stratified – 
that is in some areas there is more hydrogen and in others 
there is less hydrogen – then we can reduce the nitrogen 
oxide emissions below that of a purely diesel engine.”

The research team hope to be able to commercialise the 
new system in the next 12 to 24 months and are keen to 
consult with prospective investors.

They say the most immediate potential use for the new 
technology is in industrial locations where permanent 
hydrogen fuel supply lines are already in place.

That includes mining sites, where studies have shown 
that about 30 per cent of greenhouse-gas emissions are 
caused by the use of diesel engines in such items as mining 
vehicles and power generators.

“At mining sites, where hydrogen is piped in, we can 
convert the existing diesel engines that are used to 
generate power,” says Prof. Kook.

“In terms of applications where the hydrogen fuel would 
need to be stored and moved around, for example in a 
truck engine that currently runs purely on diesel, then we 
would also need to implement a hydrogen storage system 
to be integrated into our injection system.

“I do think the general technology with regards to mobile 
hydrogen storage needs to be developed further because at 
the moment that is quite a challenge.” 
 
Neil Martin, 
News & Content 
Coordinator, 
UNSW  
Engineering 
n.martin@unsw.
edu.au

HYDROGEN DIESEL
The Hydrogen-Diesel Direct Injection Dual-Fuel System has 
been developed by a team from the UNSW Engine Research 
Laboratory led by Professor Shawn Kook (right), and 
including Xinyu Liu (back left) and Jinxin Yang (front left).
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Sometimes you meet the most interesting people when you least 
expect it. Such was the case when we met Scott Chapman and his 
lovely partner Annalisa.

We sat down for lunch at the Roadies Cafe in Gloucester and had 
a chat about Motorcycle Tours. Of course this isn’t anything new, 
our Riding On is well stocked with advertising from numerous tour 
companies. Zenith however is running 2023 tours which coincide 
with the MotoGPs in Mugello (June) and the new round at the Buddh 
International Circuit (as the Grand Prix of Bharat). The new round is 
south of New Dehli during the Himalayan Tour starting September 
10th at a cost of $7400pp which is a saving of almost $3000.

The Mugello tour (Friday June 9th) will include a Ducati Factory and 
Museum visit plus the Ferrari Museum and the Leaning Tower of Pisa. 
There will be something extra special according to Scott, “we will be 
teaming up with Troy Corser next year (2024) doing track day tuition 
on some of the major MotoGP circuits like Barcelona , Mugello and 
Misano, where we will get two or three day riding and tuition from 
Troy himself”. 

Scott is no novice to motorcycle racing and competes with an 1199 
Ducati Panigale. He also competes in the ‘Bears’ racing class (same 
bike) plus has been a regular in the Australian Superbike Series.

Zenith Motorcycle Tours was established 2014-2015. Their first tour 
during 2019 was attended by 13 riders associated with the Hornsby 
Branch (Dean and Di Finch were first to sign up) and it grew rapidly 
from there till the dreaded Covid epidemic threw our world into 
chaos.

Tours of India have the ubiquitous Enfields while European jaunts 
usually use BMW or Ducatis. 

So how did Scott keep food on the table during Covid? Zenith 
Removals. Quote your Ulysses membership for that extra bit of 
service.

May Your Lid Never Skid, Ian Parks #11735

ZENITH TOURS

Scott head down at Phillip Island

Annalisa chats with Valentino Rossi 
at the 2023 Bathurst 12 Hour

Hanogi foot bridge India
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Do you know who your motorcycle advocacy groups are? Do 
you know what they do?

Behind the scenes, members of the Ulysses Club are amongst 
those important advocates for all matter of motorcycling.  

What does “advocating” for motorcycling involve and how is it 
done?

Most of us are aware, that Road Rules and Regulations are 
primarily the domain of State Governments. Of necessity, that 
requires representation and advocacy on a State-by-State 
basis. We are all well aware that there are some significant 
and some subtle differences in Road Rules and Regulations 
from State to State.

Each State has established its own properly incorporated 
advocacy body to manage, coordinate and present 
representation on behalf of all motorcyclists.

NSW - Motorcycle Council of NSW               
VIC   - Victorian Motorcycle Council            
QLD  - Queensland Motorcycle Council        
TAS   - Tasmanian Motorcycle Council          
SA     - Motorcycle Riders Association         
WA   - Motorcycle Riders Association       
NT    - Rider Awareness NT                            
ACT  - Motorcycle Riders Association         

Each of these State Organisations along with the Ulysses Club 
Road Safety Committee (UCRSC), make up the members of 
the National Organisation – the Australian Motorcycle Council 
(AMC). The role of the AMC is to represent motorcycling issues 
at the National level, to coordinate State bodies responses and 
contributions on a range of matters with national implications.  

Successful advocacy often goes unnoticed, particularly when 
it involves preventing a backward or draconian issue from 
being implemented. Similarly, successful representation 
and advocacy often results in beneficial outcomes for all 
motorcyclists, with many not being aware of exactly how such 
a good outcome was achieved.

The key is the dedicated and unheralded work undertaken 
by volunteers of the State organisations that represent 
motorcycling and motorcyclist’s issues in your State, many of 
whom are Ulysses Club members, including those representing 
the UCRSC.

All State organisations are always keen to welcome new 
members to share the work involved in successful advocacy. 
It can be a very rewarding form of volunteering, particularly 
knowing that your fellow Ulyssians will be among the 
beneficiaries.

Membership of your State organisation could entitle you to 
discounted “Roadside Assist” specifically for motorcycles, 
discounts at Accessory shops, Insurance, Motorcycle 
dealerships, etc.

Motorcycling advocates have achieved much success over the 
past 40 years through the successful advocating at both a 
State and Federal level on matters pertaining to all aspects of 
motorcycling. Some of these include issues covering parking 
rights, filtering, EU helmets, bus lane use, input for and 
against certain programs concerning Protective Gear, MotoCAP,  
often just taken for granted. Currently, motorcycle advocacy is 
engaged in meaningful negotiations with relevant Authorities 
to assess, and hopefully introduce, opportunities for post-
license on-road motorcycle tuition (similar to but not the same 
as a very successful program in New Zealand) called “Ride 
Forever” - https://www.rideforever.co.nz Astute motorcycle 
advocacy by our volunteer representatives has also resulted 
in a number of proposed draconian measures being scrapped 
before they could be introduced.  

Through the State organisations (listed above), and the AMC, 
motorcyclists have a vitally import direct voice to key programs 
including MotoCAP. If you are not familiar with MotoCAP, I 
would strongly recommend a visit to : https://motocap.com.au

MotoCAP is a national body comprising all State and Federal 
Governments and private organisations with a vested interest 
in the Motorcycle Protective Gear space. The AMC is a member 
of MotoCAP. The key role of MotoCAP is to research and 
accurately assess most items of Motorcycle Protective Gear 
with star ratings similar to the ANCAP ratings we are familiar 
with for Motor vehicles.

It is in the interests of us all to support our State Advocacy 
groups and to avail ourselves of the vitally important 
information and ratings on our protective gear – from MotoCAP

Peter Baulch #27672 
DM #71 Vice Chairman - AMC

MOTORCYCLE ADVOCACY  
WHAT IS IT AND WHO DOES IT?
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The Ninja ZX-4R mounts a 399 cc 
In-Line Four engine in a compact 
chassis. On the track or on the street, 
experiencing the exhilaration of the 
Ninja ZX-4R’s unprecedented power, 
intoxicating high-rpm wail, and the 
sharp, nimble handing will surely 
awaken the dormant super-sport rider 
within you.

Two model variants will be available in 
Australia; Ninja ZX-4R and the Ninja 
ZX-4RR.

•Final specifications and pricing will be 
confirmed closer to the arrival.

•The Ninja ZX-4R and Ninja ZX-4RR 
coming to Australia are NOT LAMS 
compliant.

•Due into Australia in the third quarter 
of 2023.

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL

MV Agusta Motor S.p.A. announces the final resolution of 
the composition with creditors, “Concordato Preventivo in 
Continuità Aziendale” under Italian law.

The Varese Court, in its ruling of December 29th, 2022, 
declared the procedure as resolved, after having ascertained 
that all outstanding debt with creditors and all obligations 
under the composition had been entirely settled.

The exit from the Composition with Creditors finalises 
the restructuring process of MV Agusta Motor S.p.A. An 
outstanding result that was made possible thanks to the 
strong commitment of the Sardarov family, who took control 

of the company 4 years ago and supported it financially since 
the beginning of the Composition in 2017, by injecting more 
than 180€ Million in order to restructure all of the business 
practices, pay off all debt under the procedure, support 
MV Agusta’s day to day operations and make sure that the 
company has a solid business plan for the future growth.

The arrival of the new partner, KTM AG, a company of PIERER 
Mobility AG, proves that MV Agusta was put on the right path 
and marks a new positive development under the leadership 
of CEO Timur Sardarov, who is adamant that a difficult phase 
in the company’s history is officially over, and that now MV 

Agusta has a solid base to live up to its status of 
one of the greatest brands in motorcycle history.

Timur Sardarov, CEO of MV Agusta Motor 
S.p.A., said: “Since my arrival at MV Agusta, the 
settlement of the Composition with Creditors 
has been one of my main objectives, in order to 
regain the trust of our clients and our suppliers. 
Despite the negative effects of the pandemics, 
the strong increase in the cost of raw materials 
and the outbreak of war in Ukraine, the 
engagement and the professionalism of MV 
Agusta’s management brought this important 
result home. We must now look at the future 
with renewed confidence, comforted by the 
success of our new models. The partnership 
with KTM AG is already bringing new energy to 
our business on all fronts, from the production 
of new models and the expansion of our dealers 
network to the improve of the services quality 
for our clients. Our dark years are over, as 
we have finally created the conditions for MV 
Agusta to write a new chapter in the history of 
motorcycling.”

FROM ALESSIA RIBONI
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Ridden On

John Potter #64822
August 1942 – March 2022
John had battled with cancer for 8 years 
and leaves behind his wife, Francie, and 
kids Mark and Sally plus 3 grandchildren. 
He was 20yrs old when he met Francie 
over a juke box in Francie’s family deli. 
He loved surfing, fishing, boating and 
motor bikes. He left school when he was 
15 years old and commenced a plumber’s 
apprenticeship. This with his natural 
talent for fixing things made him the go 
to man for many friends and family. This 
earned him the club name of ‘Gadget’. 
John was a long-time member of the 
local Neighbourhood Watch and SES. 
He had 3 motor bikes and an electric 
scooter back in 1962. John joined the 
Ulysses Club in 2015 and rode with the 
Ulysses Fleurieu Branch on a regular 
basis and was a regular attendee with 
Francie at the monthly social meetings. 
He was always up for a chat and had a 
comment on most current topics of the 
day. When John found it too difficult to 
ride, he joined the RV group. His funeral 
was attended by members of the Fleurieu 
Branch who also did a motorcycle escort 
to the Funeral Directors office. His ashes 
will be scattered at sea and a group of 
Branch members will escort them to the 
beach.

Ride on John

Committee of the Fleurieu Branch. 
(Brett, Mikey, Peter, Vicki, Cherie, 
Marie and Philip)

John “Rags” Raybould 
#3412
82 years young
John ‘Rags’ Raybould, who loved 
motorbikes passed away peacefully on 12 
January 2023 surrounded by his family 
after battling cancer and is no longer in 
pain. Loved husband of Rosie and a loved 
dad, father in law and “Poppy John” to all 
of his family and always in their hearts.        

John, a Ulyssean since 1991, lived in Wy 
Yung, East Gippsland and had been a 
frequent attendee at both National AGM 
events and Melbourne Branch Odysseys 
until poor health intervened.

Due to failing health, John had to cancel 
his planned attendance at the Melbourne 
Branch Odyssey in October 2022. Happily, 
four Melbourne Branch members called 
in and visited John and Rosie at home 
during a ride in November, delivered 
Odyssey badges and exchange some 
camaraderie which I believe he really 
enjoyed. 

Sincere condolences to Rosie and all of 
John’s family and friends

Rest in Peace John

John Cook #5048 DM 51

Ken Tacon #36130
13.2.1943 – 22.12.2022
With great sadness I advise that we lost 
our mate and Ulysses Members RV Group 
National Co-Coordinator on 22nd December 
after a 15-month battle with cancer.

Ken was an avid member of Ulysses Club 
Inc. in earlier days, and rode with the 
Redlands Branch.  

He became involved in the Ulysses RV 
Member’s Group pretty much from it’s 
formation, originally as a QLD Coordinator, 
then joined founder Rick Bedford as a loyal 
mate and capable offsider at the North 
Haven AGM in 2010.

As Rick succumbed to his own battle with 
cancer in 2018, he handed the reins over to 
Ken, and he became “the man at the top” 
for the next 3 years until his own tragic 
diagnosis.

He possessed an incredibly dry wit, and 
those who knew him enjoyed his sense 
of humour. Those who didn’t know him 
so well sometimes took offence … but his 
comments were usually in jest, despite the 
poker face.

Ken was always capably supported by his 
loving wife, Doreen, and they relished 
their journeys to State rallies and AGM’s 
all over this great nation. Marilyn and I 
enjoyed travelling with them during their 
trips to AGM’s in WA and SA, and spent 
many evenings sharing yarns around our 
campfires along the way.

Ken will be dearly missed by his wife, 
Doreen, their daughter, Nicole, and 
their grand children, and our love and 
commiserations are extended to them at 
this sad time.

Ride on KT, and rest in peace, free from the 
suffering at last!

Bob Lucas #32872 
National Coordinator 
Ulysses Members RV Group
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Richard Bouchier #59778
6 Feb 1954 - 12 Dec 2022
Sadly and unexpectedly, Richard has 
Ridden On. He was an active member 
of the Macedon Ranges Ulysses Branch 
where he previously held the position 
of ride co-ordinator in this group while 
being Secretary at the time he Rode On. 
Over the years he enjoyed many Branch 
rides as a rider or ride leader, and Ulysses 
AGMs and Rallies. He bought his first 
bike in 1974 and since then became the 
enthusiastic owner of many bikes ranging 
from tourers to adventure bikes, one of 
his most recent favourites being his BMW 
GSA. Following winning a Mexico bike 
trip at a Ulysses AGM, Richard became 
enthused with riding overseas and, along 
with his wife Kim as pillion, joined many 
riding tours including the USA (lead by 
one of our Branch members), Central and 
Latin America, North and South Africa, 
the Adriatic, Spain and Vietnam. Richard 
is missed by Kim, his family, his friends, 
and Branch members.

Philip Bouchier #62988

Kendall Hager #25809

Goodbye Rod Priestley #10131
It is with much sadness that we announce the passing of our friend Rodney John 
Priestley. He was born on 19th February 1948 and succumbed to brain cancer on 24th 
June 2022.

Rod and his wife, Judy, married in 1969. They then moved to Sydney where he began 
his career in the Post Office and also spent much of his time on the harbour as a 
yachtsman. They also welcome their daughter Jane

After moving back to Tasmania he continued his career as Postmaster in various 
regional Post Offices and discovered a love of motorcycling. He was always a strong 
runner and cyclist and for many years sponsored a road running race for a Northwest 
Tasmanian running club. He also rode as a motorcycle escort for numerous cycle 
road races in Tasmania and Victoria. He was a long time member of the Devonport 
Hash House Harriers, part of an international social running club with an attitude to 
fellowship very much like the Ulysses Club.

He joined the Ulysses Club in May 1996 at 48 years young, became president of the 
North West Coast Tasmanian Branch in 2003, and continued in that roll through to 
2009. He played a prominent role in the planning and running of the 2006 AGM event 
in Ulverstone which welcomed 3000 members and 2000 bikes. Many members will 
have met him and Judy there. (Judy ran the Ulysses Gear Shop) He also participated 
in the planning and running of the 2016 Launceston AGM hosted by the Tamar 
Tourers Branch.

Rod went on many Club rides on his beloved Honda GoldWing, but, like many of us 
in later life he switched to a smaller lighter bike. He went on many private motorcycle 
tours and was a wonderful travelling companion. Shortly after his last tour, he was 
diagnosed with a terminal condition, but accepted his fate with admirable quiet 
dignity. We miss him greatly. 

Robin Smith, #12218 - NW Tasmanian Branch Secretary 

Ridden On




